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The reindeer are back! 


Open November 22-January 5 





Enjoy live reindeer, falling snow flurries, a polar-themed 

exhibit, and festive fun throughout the Academy. CALIFORNIA 
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Save up to $7 per ticket when you buy in advance 

at calacademy.org SC E N C E S 
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Newsom Rejects PG&E’s Restructuring 





Proposal 


The governor wants the utility to come up with a more future-proof plan. 





By Steven Church and Mark 
ediak 


Bloomberg News 


California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
rejected Pacific Gas and Electric’s pro- 
posed restructuring plan Friday, dealing 
a major blow to the power giant as it tries 
to exit the biggest utility bankruptcy in 
USS. history. 

Newsom said in a letter to PG&E 
Chief Executive Officer Bill Johnson 
that the utility giant’s restructuring 
plan falls “woefully short” of the 
state’s requirements. The governor 
said any reorganization of the San 
Francisco-based power company would 
require a better financing plan, an 
entirely new board and the option of a 
government takeover should PG&E fail 
to meet safety performance metrics. 

Newsom’s support is crucial to 
PG&E’s restructuring. The company 
declared bankruptcy in January after 


its equipment was blamed for starting 
catastrophic blazes in 2017 and 2018, 
saddling it with an estimated $30 bil- 
lion in liabilities. The utility has spent 
months trying to cobble together a vi- 
able restructuring plan as shareholders 
and bondholders fight for control of it. 

PG&E’s bankruptcy punctuates 
“more than two decades of misman- 
agement, misconduct and failed efforts 
to improve its safety culture,’ Newsom 
said. “It is against this backdrop that 
compliance with” state law must be 
measured, he said. 

PG&E didn’t immediately respond 
to a request for comment. The rejec- 
tion is a major setback for PG&E just 
a week after it reached a $13.5 billion 
settlement to resolve claims from vic- 
tims affected by the fires its equipment 
caused. Newsom must sign off on that 
deal, too, but didn’t say in his letter 
whether he supported it. 

Based on a provision in the settle- 
ment, the governor had to find that 


the plan complies with state legislation 
passed in July. The law required PG&E 
to settle past fire liabilities and resolve 
its bankruptcy by June if it wants to 
participate in a newly established wild- 
fire insurance fund and avoid future 
damages tied to catastrophic fires. 

Newsom’s demands could give 
activist investor Elliott Management 
Corp. and Pacific Investment Manage- 
ment Co. another shot at rallying sup- 
port around a rival restructuring plan. 
They're leading a group of bondholders 
that have offered to inject $20 billion 
in cash into PG&E in exchange for 
most of the equity in the company. 

The bondholders were, in fact, the 
first to reach a deal with wildfire vic- 
tims, agreeing to pay them $13.5 bil- 
lion while PG&E initially proposed just 
$8.4 billion. But the utility later raised 
its offer and won over fire victims, an- 
nouncing a settlement last week. 

In a statement Thursday, Elliott 
said PG&E’s own restructuring propos- 
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al would saddle the company with an 
additional $10 billion in debt, limit its 
safety investments and turn the utility 
into a “junk-bond issuer.” 

In his letter, Newsom similarly said 
the company’s plan to use a combi- 
nation of debt, secured debt, securi- 
tization and monetization of its net 
operating losses would leave the com- 
pany “with limited ability to withstand 
future financial and operational head- 
winds.” He said he’s also concerned 
that the company would rely on expen- 
sive and short-term bridge financing. 

PG&E described Elliott’s rival 
plan as “a last-ditch effort to derail 
the wildfire victims’ settlements, and 
force costly, uncertain and protract- 
ed litigation.” The company said the 
bondholders’ proposal only stands to 
“enrich those firms backing it” and 
said the group would actually charge 
interest rates on debt that are above 
market rate. 

The utility filed a new restructuring 
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plan late Thursday that included the 
$13.5 billion deal with wildfire victims. 
It also issued statements from victims’ 
attorneys backing the settlement. 

In a rare display of solidarity with 
the company, consumer advocate 
Erin Brokovich — best known for her 
success in a court case against PG&E 
over water contamination in the 1990s 
— voiced support for the deal, saying 
it would “fairly and justly compensate 
wildfire victims in a timely manner.” 

PG&E’s equipment was identified as 
the cause of the November 2018 Camp 
Fire that killed 85 people, burned 
down tens of thousands of homes and 
all but destroyed the Northern Califor- 
nia town of Paradise. 
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Industry 
Leaders Say 
State Cannabis 
Taxes Are Too 
Damn High 


Michael Steinmetz, CEO of Flow 
Kana, discusses the root cause 
of layoffs at his own company 
and across the industry. 


In 2019, California’s green rush is 
sliding into the red. 


Despite lofty expectations, the second 
year of legal adult-use sales in the state is 
ending with a barrage of layoffs for some of 
the industry’s most prominent companies. 
In October, delivery heavyweight Eaze 
let 36 employees (roughly 20 percent of 
their staff) go. That same month, cannabis 
advertising giant Weedmaps bid adieu to 
25 percent of its workforce. November saw 
Sonoma County’s CannaCraft let 16 percent 
of its workforce go, and there have also been 
layoffs at Pax, Grupo Flor, and more. 

The problem, in a word, is taxes. 

For Michael Steinmetz, CEO of cannabis 
flower distributor Flow Kana, laying off ap- 


proximately a fifth of his company’s work- 
force was an “agonizing” decision. In hopes 
of finding a silver lining in a tough moment, 
he’s making a point of speaking directly with 
the media about what's led so many canna- 
bis businesses in California to tighten their 
belts or delay plans for expansion. 

“Cannabis didn't get legalized on its 
own,’ Steinmetz explains. “These problems 
won't fix themselves. It’s up to us and our 
communities to really take the necessary 
steps and put in the time to educate every- 
one and make the change.” 

In this instance, the “change” in question 
largely revolves around taxes. Ask anyone 
working in the cannabis industry and they'll 
likely tell you the current structure in place 
for California — a system in which steep 
taxes compound at each step of the supply 
chain, with the cost ultimately forced onto 
the customer — is the perfect way to ensure 
the illicit market stays in business. 

The economics are fairly simple. Despite 
the fact that dispensaries offer a safe, qual- 
ity alternative to what can be purchased 
through unregulated channels, the differen- 
tial in price right now is steep enough that 
consumers are willing to risk it in order to 
enjoy the savings. Illegal sellers in the state 
outnumber their regulated counterparts 
by a ratio of nearly 3 to 1, according to an 
analysis published by the United Cannabis 
Business Association in September. That 
would explain why cannabis market re- 
search groups Arcview and BDS Analytics 
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projected $3 billion in legal sales and $8.7 
billion in sales from the illidt market for 
California in 2019. 

As a result, Steinmetz is asking Gov. 
Newsom and state officials to entertain the 
idea of either instituting a tax holiday that 
would pause taxes for a set period of time 
or to pivot from the current system, which 
relies on a fixed-rate, to one in which taxes 
are based on a percentage of the ever-fluctu- 
ating price of cannabis. 

California’s response to this downturn 
from the industry was to announce an in- 
crease to the taxes being collected for 2020. 
As decreed by the California Department 
of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA), 

a raise of over 4 percent on the cultivation 
taxes for an ounce of dried cannabis flower 
will take effect on Jan. 1. The CDFTA jus- 
tified the hike as “an adjustment for infla- 
tion” required by state law in a press release 
accompanying the announcement. 

“The hardest thing is actually getting leg- 
islators to understand the consequences,” 
Steinmetz says. “A couple of weeks ago, they 
said they were raising the taxes again, which 
is such an ill-timed announcement 
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in the midst of harvest season and all the 
ensuing expenses for farmers. To announce 
that in the midst of all these layoffs almost 
felt like a slap in the face, to be honest.” 

In response to industry outcry, Nicole El- 
liott, Senior Cannabis Adviser to Gov. New- 
som, took to Twitter on Nov. 26 to share 
that the Governor was “quite sympathetic 
to the challenges faced by legal cannabis 
operators” and that he was “interested in 
partnering with the Legislature [and] stake- 
holders to address these challenges, includ- 
ing joining them in developing cannabis tax 
solutions in 2020.” 

Speaking with Vice, a spokesperson for 
the CDTFA asserted that while they “cer- 
tainly understand [the] industry’s concerns,” 
the agency “does not have the discretion to 
utilize other factors in adjusting the cultiva- 
tion tax rates.” 

Despite his justifiable frustrations, Stein- 
metz is committed to seeing Flow Kana 
through these turbulent times and concedes 
that there is likely no malicious intent 
behind any of the state’s actions. Instead 
it truly does come down to education and 
understanding. 

“Truth be told,” he says, “I do genuinely 
believe that the legislators and Gov. New- 
som are not trying to set us up for failure. 
They're just so disconnected and removed 
from the actual operational challenges that 
we're facing, and it’s hard to make policy 
changes or suggestions when you're so 
removed.” 
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With extra options on 
saturday and Sunday. 


Recalling a budtender event Flow Kana 
held in Sacramento in September, Stein- 
metz says the educational offering (no pot 
was consumed) gave legislators a chance to 
look at nugs under microscopes, use scissors 
to trim, speak with cultivators about their 
work, and gain a better picture of what a 
modern cannabis operation truly entails. 

The hope is that by directly interacting 
with the workers and plant at the heart of 
the cannabis industry, regulators will take a 
keener interest in helping the legal market 
to thrive. 

“With education, it’s a process,” 
Steinmetz explains. “It doesn’t get solved 
overnight. It gets solved over time, but I do 
believe we're making progress.” 

In the interim, the unfortunate truth is 
that the speed of bureaucracy will require 
companies like Flow Kana to weather yet 
another storm in hopes things on the tax 
front level out. Those ill-equipped to survive 
such a challenge may find themselves the 
unwitting victims of an industry still search- 
ing for ballast and order. 

“It’s going to be very, very tough in the 
short term in California,’ Steinmetz says. 
“Youre seeing all these companies doing 
layoffs and protecting their capital, but 
those companies without capital are unfor- 
tunately being faced with some very tough 
decisions to make.” 
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Think before 
you hit 
record: the 
implications 
of secret 
recordings 
inthe 
workplace 


ey Christopher Dolan and 
anessa Deniston 


This week’s question comes from Ed- 
gar M., whoasks: 


. [work for a large corporation with 
offices nationwide. I was recently 
switched to a new department, and al- 
ready, I have been having problems 
with my new direct supervisor. He reg- 
ularly makes racially-charged com- 
ments around me, which I find 
offensive. I have told him to stop, but 


«) Berkeley Rep 


that has only made things worse. I have 
tried complaining to my HR represen- 
tative about this behavior, but she is 
good friends with my direct supervisor 
and doesn’t believe my reports. I feel 
the only way I will be taken seriously is 
if lam somehow able to record my su- 
pervisor’s racist comments as proof. 
Can I do this if no one will take me seri- 
ously? 


A: Thank you for your question, Ed- 
gar. Certainly, the impulse to capture 
an injustice on tape is a hard impulse to 
ignore, especially when those around 
you are turning a blind eye to or claim- 
ing it isn’t happening. Secretly record- 
ing someone without their knowledge 
and consent, however, is a criminal of- 
fense under state and federal law with 
serious consequences. 


The federal Wiretap Act of 1968 
(18 U.S.C. § 2511) provides it is illegal 
to secretly record any oral, telephon- 
ic, or electronic communication that 
the communicator would reasonably 
expect to be private. The California 
Penal Code § 632(a), enacted under 
the California Invasion of Privacy 
Act of 1967, makes it illegal for any 
person to intentionally and without 
the consent of all parties to a com- 
munication use a recording device to 
record a confidential communication, 
whether or not the conversation oc- 
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curs in person or through some other 
medium, such as over the phone. 
Such an offense may be punished by 
a fine of up to $2,500 per violation 
and/or by a term of imprisonment of 
up to one year. California is one of a 
handful of states with a “two-party 
[or “all-party”] consent” law, meaning 
the consent of every single party to 
the conversation is required before a 
person can legally record a confiden- 
tial conversation. In other words, if 
nine out of 10 board members agree 
you can record a private board meet- 
ing, that is one too few. 


These criminal consequences 
will outweigh any potential benefit 
you may derive from capturing such 
evidence on tape, especially because 
in nearly all cases, secret recordings 
are not admissible evidence in court. 
Penal Code § 632(d) provides that 
unless you are trying to prove a 
violation of section 632 itself, any ev- 
idence obtained as a result of record- 
ing a confidential communication is 
not admissible in any judicial, admin- 
istrative, legislative, or other pro- 
ceeding. In short, if you have a secret 
recording of your supervisor spouting 
racist inappropriate comments that 
you feel is a smoking gun for your 
case, it will likely be excluded long be- 
fore a jury can ever hear about it. 
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The grey area lies in whether there 
is a reasonable expectation of privacy 
in the space where the recording is 
made. The answer to this question de- 
pends on the recording’s location and 
context. For instance, there is a big 
difference between recording a con- 
versation in a busy airport terminal 
and recording a private disciplinary 
meeting between you, your supervi- 
sor, and a Human Resources repre- 
sentative in an office behind a closed 
door. This is because it is reasonable 
to expect that a conversation in pub- 
lic airport terminal to be overheard 
by people passing by. The same is not 
true for the private HR meeting. 


Context may be nuanced, however. 
There may be reasonable expectation 
of privacy in that same airport ter- 
minal at 4:00am on arrival of a red- 
eye flight if the conversation occurs 
in an empty corner of the terminal 
where there are no staff or people in 
sight. Likewise, a conversation at top 
volume in the doorway of your super- 
visor’s office adjacent to an open floor 
plan in earshot of the entire office. 
There is quite a different expectation 
of privacy in this context, as opposed 
to the private HR meeting. 


Even if you believe, however, that 
you are in an environment where 
there is no reasonable expectation 


of privacy, there are many variables 
to be considered and it’s likely not 
worth the risk. If you believe your su- 
pervisor is doing or saying something 
inappropriate, rather than record 
them, make a written complaint to 
your Human Resources department, 
quoting the specific language you 
heard or describing the conduct you 
observed and indicating it made you 
feel uncomfortable. By creating a 
written record with your employer, 
you protect yourself far more than 
you do by making a recording that 
could potentially expose you to 
criminal liability. Always contact an 
employment attorney to assist you in 
taking legal, effective steps towards 
addressing a difficult workplace issue. 


Christopher B. Dolanis owner of 
the Dolan Law Firm, P.C. Email 
questions and topics for future 
articles to help@dolanlawfirm.com. 


We serve clients across the San 
Francisco Bay Area and California 
from our offices in San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles. Our 
work is no recovery, no fee or also 
referred to as contingency-based. 
That means we collect no fee unless 
we obtain money for your damages 
and injuries. 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


No area in San Francisco contains 

a broader cross-section of restaurants 
and food businesses than Mission Street 
between 18th and 19th streets, espe- 
cially if you take in the fullness of both 
intersections. There’s Taqueria Cancun, 
Duc Loi Supermarket with its banh mi 
station, and the nine seats at Burmese 
lunch counter Yamo, and up at the 
four-dollar sign level there’s supper sen- 
sation Lazy Bear. In between is a vast 
middle ground: the divey Beauty Bar, the 
weekend-only Cajun brunch spot Alba 
Ray’s, the upscale plant-based Mexican 
restaurant Gracias Madre. National 
trendsetter Mission Chinese Food is 
there, next to the smash burgers at Wes 
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Burger N’ More and across the street 
from brand-new Tijuana brewery/ 
restaurant Lupulandia. 

Also on that block was Common- 
wealth, chef Jason Fox’s well-regarded 
New American endeavor that enjoyed 
a nine-year run before it closed over 
the summer. Having earned a Michelin 
star in 2016 — a recognition Fox and 
his team retained until the end — it 
was part of a wave of sustained inter- 
national attention to the Mission both 
as a dining destination and as a con- 
tested site of community ownership. 

The question of who the Mission 
belongs to has permeated every discus- 
sion since the original proposal to lay 
BART tracks beneath its main artery, 
but over the last five years in particu- 
lar, it has come to stand in as a micro- 
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cosm for San Francisco’s existential 
struggles. Several blocks to the south, 
a pair of Guamanian natives with the 
same first name may have come up 
with a potential answer. 

Shawn Naputi (the chef) and 
Shawn Camacho (the front-of-house 
guy) opened Prubechu as a pop-up 
inside Roxy’s Cafe on Mission Street 
between 24th and 25th streets in early 
2014. Its name means “good appe- 
tite” in Chamorro, is a cognate with 
“provecho” — and it was as barebones 
as it could be. 

“We were subleasing from the guy, 
which presented a whole bunch of 
problems,” Camacho says. “We popped 
up for a couple days. He said, ‘Come 
over and do your thing,” and then said 
“You can stay permanently. That was in 


February 2014. We had nothing on the 
walls. It was pretty sparse, no fancy 
lights, literally just a couple of tables 
and food.” 

The Shawns and their partners did 
everything themselves, from install- 
ing lights to sewing curtains for the 
windows. Without adequate hookups, 
they cooked on an electric fryer and 
three induction burners (with a backup 
fourth in case something went wrong). 
They had a couple reach-in fridges 
and a reach-in freezer, but without 
walk-ins, space was perpetually at a 
premium. 

“It was maxed-out every day,” 
Camacho remembers. “We didn’t have 
any space in there back then.” 

The pop-up thrived and eventually 
took over 2847 Mission St., serving 
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omnivore-friendly dishes like Golai 
Hagan Suni (a plate of spigarello, 
eggplant, sunchoke, turmeric, and 
coconut) for more than four years. 

But as with so many other wonderful 
institutions, the landlord wanted more 
money. So after a protracted struggle 
Camacho and Naputi had to close up 
in September 2018 and return to their 
pop-up roots for more than a year. 
There was a public announcement 
about taking over the space belonging 
to Aster — a Daniel Patterson Group 
project that shuttered, and another 
upscale Mission restaurant with a 
Michelin star to its name — but that 
came to nothing. Then Commonwealth 
closed, opening up an opportunity for 
a plucky endeavor by two guys serving 
food from a little-known outlying 





American territory to leapfrog back to 
the forefront. They took it. 

“Nobody knows where Guam is,” 
Naputi says, referring to an island that 
nonetheless refers to itself as “Where 
America’s Day Begins.” 

It would be hard to locate on an un- 
labeled map, it’s true. Guam has only 
162,000 people, American citizens by 
birth. In some ways, it’s like a normal 
U.S. state, albeit one farther west from 
Hawaii than Hawaii is from here, and 
with roughly the same population 
as Santa Rosa. The island elects its 
own governor, and leans Democratic, 
although votes for president amount 
to a straw poll. Its national basketball 
team punches above its weight. There 
are at least five McDonald’s, but only 
one Burger King and no Starbucks. 

History runs deep. People lived 
on Guam for 3,500 years before Fer- 
dinand Magellan arrived in 1521. 
Chamorro is spoken there and in the 
nearby Northern Mariana Islands — a 
separate U.S. territory — and it bears 
Spanish, Japanese, and German influ- 
ences that reflect the island’s colonial 
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history. Most fluent speakers are older. 
Ecologically, contact with the outside 
world has yielded mixed results at best. 
The flightless ko’ko’ bird, or Guam rail, 
is now critically endangered. Inva- 

sive brown tree snakes have wrecked 
Guam’s forests, but the feral hogs that 
destroy property on the island also 
disperse seeds, helping trees regen- 
erate. 

For Prubechu, the island’s relative 
anonymity has an upside and a down- 
side. A remote waystation ceded to the 
U.S. by Spain in 1898 — and briefly oc- 
cupied by Imperial Japan during World 
War II — Guam has seldom been able 
to set the terms of its own destiny. But 
that also means that Naputi and Cama- 
cho have largely been able to set the 
terms of Guamanian/Chamorro cook- 
ing in San Francisco. After its year-plus 
gap between brick-and-mortar loca- 
tions, Prubechu reopened on Dec. 3 
after a friends-and-family evening the 
night before. 

“It was wild,” Camacho says. “We 
did 82 covers and two turns.” 

The window between Common- 
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wealth’s closure and Prubechu’s 
reopening was short, barely a few 
months. Nonetheless, Camacho and 
Naputi redid the floor and reconfig- 
ured the entire layout. 

“It was more than we thought,” he 
admits. “But everybody thinks that. 
We also moved the bathroom, as Com- 
monwealth had a small station and two 
non-ADA-compliant [restrooms] past 
the dish pit, which we didn’t think was 
ideal for our guests. We got up to code. 
There was a walk-in that was in major 
disrepair, so we put in a brand new 
one. That’s a major upgrade.” 

But Commonwealth’s kitchen was 
sensibly laid out, with “an amazing 
path.” That, combined with new appli- 
ances — two additional refrigerators, 
a plancha, and an oven Camacho says 
is nearly as good as a top-of-the-line 
Rational Combi — makes for a signifi- 
cant steamlinging of the operation. In 
essence, they don’t have to leave for 
three hours every day to go shopping 
around town, and Camacho says the 
equipment is like having an extra cook 
in the kitchen. 


Photo by KevinN. Hume 


They do have an extra human cook, 
too: Manfred Wrembel, a San Fran- 
cisco veteran who ran Huxley in the 
Tendernob for a few years, and who 
has worked at the venerable German 
restaurant Schroeder’s as well as Chris 
Cosentino’s Incanto and Cockscomb. 
While Camacho lionizes Wrembel as a 
“chef’s chef,” it was Prubechu’s design 
firm that really got the ball rolling. 

“D-Scheme Studio in SoMa — once 
we hooked up with them, they went 
at a breakneck speed,” Camacho says. 
“Without them, we wouldn’t have been 
able to open. We only signed the lease 
in September!” 

The result is an aesthetically re- 
strained dining room with Guamanian 
accents, like a statue of a ko’ko’ and 
some green turf. Dominated by two 
walls of windows as it is, minimalism 
was the only practical route, so it lacks 
a highly charged vibe like the Hawai- 
ian/Salesforce decor at Michael Mina’s 
Trailblazer Tavern. Tiki overload it 
most certainly is not. 

In a story about its opening, Mis- 
sion Local referred to Commonwealth’s 
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of the city’s gentry.” 

Clearly, Camacho and Naputi do not 
want to acquire a similar reputation, 
with its connotation — however fair or 
unfair — of unwelcomeness toward a 
historically working-class population. 
But Prubechu’s six-year history of 
starting out small, serving food that 
addresses colonialism head-on, getting 
the boot, then reopening in a space as- 
sociated with the culinary elite can’t be 
overlooked. And the crux of that same 
Mission Local article deals with a minor 
act of desecration: the painting-over 
of the retro-bizarre Hunt’s Quality Do- 
nuts mural that had long been visible 
to passing traffic on Mission Street, es- 
pecially prominent because the parcel 
next to Prubechu is a parking lot. 

Hunt’s, as longtime Mission res- 
idents may remember, was a sort of 
maelstrom of “25-hour-a-day” vice and 
petty crime. Its sign may have been 
on the side of what is now Prubechu, 
but the actual doughnut shop was two 
blocks south, on the corner of 20th 
Street. (FoundSF’s immeasurably deep 
dive on Hunt’s is a must-read chronicle 
that ties together punk-rock doughnut 
zinesters, Latinx teens framed for the 
killing of a police officer, and Mayor 
Joseph Alioto, all at the “Bermuda Tri- 
angle of Mission real estate.”) 

Camacho was nonplussed at the 
prospect of painting over this last trace 
of a long-gone Mission, but it had got- 
ten marred. 

“Somebody went up on the roof and 
tagged the shed upstairs,” he says. “We 
found a guy that was willing to redo it, 
but the cost was prohibitive. In order 
to make it look good, he would have 
to do the whole thing — and we just 
didn’t have the budget for that. 

“The neighborhood hates change,” 
he adds, “and we knew there was going 
to be a bit of backlash.” 

However, most of the reception was 
positive, largely because Prubechu has 
been a survivor of displacement — not 
an engine of it. 

“We have regulars, people saying, 
‘Oh my God, you're back!’ ” Camacho 
says. We haven't gotten any concerns 
about gentrification. The fact that the 
cuisine is so different brings another 
cultural aspect that a taqueria might 
miss or that a California restaurant 
might miss. We try to relate to people 
that we’re not just some Cheesecake 
Factory moving into the neighbor- 
hood. We've been here for years, we 
shop locally, all the merchants around 
here know us. Everybody brought us 
flowers to congratulate us when we 
opened.” 

Shopping locally for ingredients for 
the cuisine of a small island is easier 
than it was, he adds, after five years of 
relationship-building and the capacity 
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to create an account with a fish vendor 
rather than running out for it daily for 
want of room. 

Civic Center farmers market is Na- 
puti’s ace-in-the-hole. (This is hardly 
a rare opinion among chefs in this 
town.) 

“They have everything we need: 
Chinese long beans, bitter melons, 
wing beans,” he says. 

The latter, known in Guam as 
sigidayas, go into Prubechu’s motsi- 
yas, a preparation of chicken sausage 
steamed in banana leaves. They’re hard 
to acquire in California because cold 
nights in the Central Valley make trop- 
ical legumes a challenge to grow, but 
Naputi has two farmers in Fresno he 
works with, plus others at Daly City’s 
farmers market. Other staples, like a 
“super-purple, fluorescent yam” aren't 
yet available. 

Evocative consumer products from 
one’s far-off childhood are a near-uni- 
versal experience, and for many Gua- 
manians, it’s Chamorro Chip Cookies, 
something everyone brings back. 

“They're almost the size of my 
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thumbnail, and they’re just so easy 

to eat. You know how small Cookie 
Crisps are? They’re just like that, may- 
be a little bit bigger, super-buttery, 
super-flaky, and just so nostalgic. And 
it’s such a nice gift to go to Guam and 
bring that back.” 

Nostalgia arrives at Prubechu with 
the check, inside a can of Yours brand 
lemon powder, something that’s just as 
likely to punch a Chamorro native in 
the solar plexus. 

“It’s made in Japan and it’s found 
everywhere in Guam,” Naputi says. 
“Everyone from Guam kind of requests 
that, too.” 

The physical constraints at Pru- 
bechu’s first location were what helped 
build its reputation, forcing Naputi to 
come up with workarounds and invent 
techniques to keep everything fresh 
longer. He cured a lot of dishes with 
sugar, salt, and a light smoke, he says, 
and did a lot of fermentation. 

“For four years, we just did what- 
ever the hell we wanted,’ Camacho 
remembers. “If we wanted a party, we 
had a party. If we wanted a pig, we had 
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a pig. That resonates with a lot of peo- 
ple, and the fact that we’re doing our 
food on our terms in a way that not 
only the industry can relate to but also 
guests has a lot to do with it. We were 
full of industry love on [opening day].” 

In the time since Prubechu debuted, 
many of the dishes evolved, none more 
so than the motsiyas, sausages that are 
traditionally stuffed in chicken necks. 

“But we couldn’t get chicken neck, 
so we started wrapping them in ba- 
nana leaves,” Naputi says. “That’s how 
the motsiyas grew and became an 
adult. I remember posting it on our 
Instagram, the different grinds we put 
in. First we did it in the Robo-Coup, 
but I didn’t like the texture. Finally, we 
came up with a solution of two differ- 
ent grinds, a large and a fine, and then 
just adding more fat. We figured out 
coconut milk wasn’t as much fat and 
as much an absorbing element as an 
egg, which is more of a binder. Tradi- 
tionally, there’s no egg, but we started 
adding egg.” 

Guam has plenty of chickens, but 
there are no cows. That means no dairy 
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Photo by Kevin N. Hume 
industry, so the core of Naputi’s pantry 
is coconut milk. 

“Milk wasn’t a thing for us growing 
up, he says. “It was grandma making 
coconut milk. We use it for everything 
from braising to poaching, savory to 
desserts. Steaming, we use it like a 
bath — you want a hot bath or a nice 
relaxing bath?” 

The a la carte menu is full of cosmo- 
politan treasures, from an empanada 
stuffed with mushrooms, achiote 
paste, and Parmesan, to a lightly fried 
whole snapper that doesn’t need any 
sauce because it’s already slathered 
in two vinegary kinds of fina‘denne’, 
more or less the Guamanian national 
condiment. 

Commonwealth was known for its 
tasting menu, which might have been 
pricey by the standards of Mission and 
18th Street in 2010, but which was 
among the bigger bargains — relatively 
speaking — among its peers citywide 
by the time it closed. Prubechu, too, 
had a tasting menu to start, a five- 
dish medley hesitantly priced at $40. 
That’s gone, replaced by a $55 “fiesta 


table” that includes sweet rolls with 
fermented vinegar butter, oysters on 
the half shell, mesklan katne’ (a meat 
plate), two kinds of kelaguen (the Gua- 
manian equivalent of ceviche), Guam- 
style potato salad, and the signature 
Chamorro condiments, a pepper paste 
known as donne’ dinanche into which 
Naputi folds roasted eggplant and 
fina’denne’, a mixture of soy sauce, 
vinegar, lemon, and onion that he calls 
Guam’s all-purpose sauce. 

“The whole perception of tasting 
menus is fancy, so we wanted to step 
back and be more humble,” Naputi 
says. Fiestas in Guam are village-wide 
celebrations centered on patron saints, 
where everyone is invited into every- 
one’s home. At Prubechu, the idea is to 
provide the three main flavor profiles 
— smoked, steamed, and fried — with 
plenty of twice-cooked pork shoulder. 

The standard-bearer is the chicken 
kelaguen, unique among ceviches be- 
cause it isn’t seafood. Naputi grills it 
80 percent of the way to get a nice char 
and smoky flavor, then cuts it up and 
finishes the remaining 20 percent with 
lemon juice, green onions, and fresh 
coconut. 

“This is all for Guam,” Naputi says. 

Without a need to rely on sous-vide 
preparations, everything at the current 
Prubechu is a la minute. But rather 
than lose its essence amid fancy gad- 
gets, Naputi’s kitchen has the freedom 
to go back to its roots. 

“We have all this firepower, and 
since I have this oven, we can just do 
everything super-traditional,” he says. 
“We're not afraid to show more of who 
we are. I’m gonna make it taste good 
and make it soulful. The world is ours.” 

“Soulful” is a word that the chef 
comes back to often. It is, for him, the 
ultimate praise, meaning something 
tastes good, stays authentic, provides 
comfort and a sense of familiarity. 

“At an event we did, London Breed 
was there,” Naputi says. “She’s prob- 
ably never heard of Guamanian food 
but we gave her chicken kelaguen and 
red rice, super-simple and so nostalgic, 
and she just said it straight-up: “This 
is so soulful!’ And she never even had 
our food! That was the eye-opener, for 
someone at her level to say that.” 


Prubechu, 
2224 Mission St., 
415-853-0671 or prubechu.com 
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MANNY’S HOLIDAY MOVIE NIGHT 


Dec. 26, 5-9:30 p.m., Manny’s, 3092 16th St. Free. 

Tired of excruciating political conversations with your entire extended 
family at the Christmas dinner table and need a way to unwind? Bring 
them over to Manny’s where you can listen to people talk about politics 
but are required to be completely silent about them for 4.5 hours! Manny’s 
is hosting a double feature featuring two political movies: The Candidate, 

a movie about a Republican politician who teams up with a leftist lawyer 
to create a centrist platform in his senate run; and Lincoln, a movie about 
our 16th president in the chaos of the Civil War. It’s the perfect setting for 
history and politics buffs. 


SUNDAY 


SUMMER: THE DONNA SUMMER MUSICAL 


Dec. 29, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Golden Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor St. 
$76-$256. 

Catch the last night of Summer: The Donna Summer Musical and end your 
2019 with some seventies and eighties pop hits by “the disco queen,” 
played by Olivia Elease Hardy, Alex Hairston, and Dan’Yelle Williamson. 
While the SF Examiner found the musical flawed for various reasons, there 
was no denying that the music was stellar. So if you're looking for a way to 
re-live another era of iconic music, Summer: The Donna Summer Musical is 
the way to go. 
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FAMILY CARTOONING: SANTA 
TYPES 


Dec. 27, 3-4:30 p.m., Cartoon Art Museum, 
781 Beach St. $15-$20. 

Who is Santa Claus, and how many ways can we 
see the jolly figure aside from the white-bearded, 
red-suited man we see as the main character of 
countless Christmas movies? The Cartoon Art 
Museum invites you to expand your imagination 
beyond the popular interpretation of Santa Claus, 
and maybe try your hand at putting those ideas to 
paper. This workshop is meant for families (two 
kids per adult). Tickets cover all the material costs 
— $15 per child, $20 per adult — as well as free 
admission to the museum itself. 


12/28 


MASTER CLASS IN 
MURAL HISTORY WITH 
JIM PRIGOFF 


Dec. 28, 12-6 p.m., de Young 
Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea 
Garden Dr. Free. 

As part of “Soul of a Nation”, 

a traveling groundbreaking 
international exhibit centering 
around art by black artists, the 

de Young Museum will be hosting 
legendary photographer Jim 
Prigoff in a discussion about 
murals. No city does street art 
quite like San Francisco. Whether 
you simply admire the plethora of 
murals the city has to offer on your 
way to work, or you're a public 
artist yourself, this is a chance 

to learn from one of the most 
knowledgeable people on murals. 
You'll also get a chance to see the 
rest of the de Young, as part of 
their free Saturdays program. 
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CALENDAR LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. P M A by Kelly Tunstall: Recently 
featured in Hi-Fructose Magazine, P M Ais Kelly 
Tunstall’s 10th major show with 111 Minna Gallery, 
and her sixth in partnership with Ferris Plock. 
Known for their distinctive character portrayals, 
detailed pattern work, and a palette that con- 
trasts bright neons with earthier brights, Plock 
and Tunstall bring their stylization to a charged 
subject in P M A (Positive Mental Attitude for 
long). The process of living and working in San 
Francisco through its many changes informs this 
body of work at the most personal level. Through 
Dec. 20. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 415-974-1719, 
111minnagallery.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 
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Contemporary Jewish Museum. Daria Martin: 


Tonight the World: The CJM presents ‘Daria 
Martin: Tonight the World,’ a new installation 
by Bay Area-born artist and 2018 Jarman 
Award-winner Daria Martin. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 19. $16, $14 student/senior w 
valid ID; 18 &under free. 415-655-7800. info@ 
thecjm.org. thecjm.me/2ZwgDqg. Annabeth 
Rosen: Fired, Broken, Gathered, Heaped: This 
exhibition is the first major museum survey of 
the work of sculptor Annabeth Rosen, a pioneer 
in the field of contemporary ceramics Through 
Jan. 19, 2020, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. $16 adults, $14 
students and seniors with valid ID. 18 & under 
free. 415-655-7800. info@thecjm.org. thecjm. 
me/2ZxNvPu. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. After Dark: All ls Bright: Discover 


a once-missing element at Everything Matters: 
Technetium; excite your atoms at Glow, our 
annual festival of ebullient lights; experience 
a landscape of astonishing visual effects at 
Kaleidoscope; and bring flying, sailing, and 
cycling automata to life at Curious Contrap- 
tions. Thu., Dec. 19, 6-10 p.m. USD 0.00 - USD 
19.95. 415-528-4444. visit@exploratorium.edu. 
go.evvnt.com/560315-2?pid=6361. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Fraenkel Gallery. Long Story Short i: A surpris- 


ing and unexpected slice of photography’'s 
history, Long Story Short is a panoramic guide 
to Fraenkel Gallery's unique approach to the 
medium. Published to mark the gallery's 40th 
(and still counting) year, this sumptuously 
designed and printed volume presents work by 
photography’s masters alongside that of little 
known artists and anonymous thrift shop finds. 
Presented in approximate chronological order, 
the unconventional flow of images conveys a 
profound sense of photography's riches, and 
is a meditation on the inexhaustible possibil- 
ities of the medium itself. Through Jan. 18, 
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2020. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 415-981-2661, 
fraenkelgallery.com. 


Gallery 16. Shaw & Co.: Gallery 16’s upcoming 


exhibition honors the legacy and influence 
of Richard and Martha Shaw, through their 
work and that of their family and friends. The 
renowned artistic family includes Bay Area ce- 
ramic pioneer Richard Shaw and his wife Martha, 
daughter Alice Shaw and son Virgil Shaw. Their 
influence and contributions to the Bay Area’s 
art and music scene have been on display for 
over four decades. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 17. Free. 415-626-7495. info@gallery16.com. 
gallery16.com/exhibitions/shaw-co. 501 Third 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-7495, galleryl6.com. 


Hosfelt Gallery. Jim Campbell: Closer to Nothing: 


With light as his primary medium, Jim Campbell 
probes the liminal boundaries of perception. Uti- 
lizing devices and techniques he has developed 
over the last nineteen years, his newest body 
of work exploits extreme data deficiency as a 
means of engaging primal pathways of com- 
prehension. Each piece, effectively incomplete 
without viewer participation, resolves itself 
only through the brain's capacity to extrapolate 
meaning from a paucity of information. His 2018 
public art commission, ‘Day for Night,” is a per- 
manent installation that spans the exterior nine 
stories above the 62nd floor of the Salesforce 
Tower in San Francisco. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thurs- 
days, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Continues through Jan. 25. 
Free. 415-495-5454. info@hosfeltgallery.com. 
hosfeltgallery.com/exhibition/jim-campbell-2/. 
260 Utah, San Francisco, 415-495-5454, hos- 
feltgallery.com. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Contextual Proportions: 


Jenkins Johnson Projects, Brooklyn is pleased 
to present Contextual Proportions, an exhibition 
curated by Kenturah Davis, featuring works 
by Sadie Barnette, Adriana Corral, Kenturah 
Davis, Johnathan Payne, Esteban Ramon Pérez, 


8AM -10PM 


Kameelah Janan Rasheed, and Peter Williams. 
Through Jan. 1, 2020. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-677-0770, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 


Minnesota Street Project. M. Louise Stanley: Epic 


Tales: Anglim Gilbert Gallery is pleased to pres- 
ent Epic Tales, a solo exhibition of paintings by 
M. Louise Stanley, her first with the gallery. For 
over four decades, Stanley has utilized narrative 
motifs culled from early Western Art History's 
primary subjects -- Greek mythology and 
Christianity -- to create scathingly humorous 
indictments of gender inequity, sexual politics, 
economic disparity, and everyday instances of 
bad behavior. Through Dec. 21.1275 Minnesota 
St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, minnesotas- 
treetproject.com. 


Mirus Gallery. Chazme: Daniel Kalinski, aka 


CHAZME 718, is the Swiss-born artist and archi- 
tect who is changing the way society relates to 
the urban landscape. The towering, unflappable 
structures that make up our environment can be 
daunting, resulting in subliminal internalizations 
of alienation. How do we relate to an authority 
with overwhelming power, such as the very city 
we reside in? Through Jan. 11, 2020. 540 Howard, 
San Francisco, 415-543-3440, mirusgallery.com. 


Modernism. Sheldon Greenberg Cinéma Vérité: 


Sheldon Greenberg experiments with painting 
as film by repeating images and strips of infor- 
mation that translate into a moment of time. 
Images sometimes are overlapped or erased, 
diffused and become something other than 
reality, like a memory or a dream. Greenberg's 
unique oil paintings on paper are composed 
as a digital palimpsest subsequently printed 
and mounted on aluminum. Through Jan. 4, 
2020. 724 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-541-0461, 
modernisminc.com. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 


bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 





DELIVERY 


7 DAYS 
10AM - 9PM 


ADDRESS 


415.825.0924 B5258 MISSION ST 


SAN FRANCISCO 
CA 94112 


Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Mickey Mouse: 


From Walt to the World: A celebration of anima- 
tion's most beloved and recognizable character. 
Guest curated by legendary animator Andreas 
Deja, the exhibition features more than 400 
objects, including rare and never-before-seen 
original sketches, character model sheets, 
and concept artwork, together with nostalgic 
merchandise, vintage photographs, and a variety 
of Mickey's earliest and most recent animated 
short films. The exhibition is a testament to 
Mickey's transcendent influence, from cartoons 
and comic books to real-life appearances at 
Disney Parks worldwide. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 6.104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 415-345- 
6800, waltdisney.org. 


COMEDY 


“Crazy Funny Asians" Comedy Showcase: 


Inspired by the blockbuster movie, see some of 
the Bay Area's top comedians at San Francisco's 
Crazy Funny Asians comedy showcase! Let’s 
celebrate the Bay's Asian-American culture and 
heritage with laughs. First 100 people to RSVP 
get free tickets. Donations appreciated Sundays, 
7p.m., Free with RSVP (Otherwise $10), 21+. Neck 
of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 


Ali Wong: Ali Wong is a stand-up comic from San 


Francisco, now living in Los Angeles. Her first 
Netflix stand-up special BABY COBRA was filmed 
when she was 7 months pregnant. According to 
the New York Magazine, “The special’s arrival 
on Netflix is the sort of star-making moment 
that unites the tastes of the unlikeliest fans.” 
Elle applauded it as a “comic genius gem” while 
Vogue called it “The special that everyone is 
talking about.” Emily Nussbaum hailed it as 
“funny and refreshingly rude.” The day before 
its premiere, Wong's interview with Marc Maron 
on his podcast WTF was released. He called 
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the special ‘‘the most honest, rawest, funniest 
special I’ve seen in years.” Sat., Dec. 21, 7 & 
9:30 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22, 7 & 9:30 p.m.; Mon., 
Dec. 23, 7 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 26, 7 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 
27, T & 9:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 28, 7 & 9:30 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 30, 7 p.m. The 
Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco, 877-598- 
8497, sfmasonic.com. 

The Art Critique Comedy Show: We are proud 
to announce that {comedians roasting thrift 
store art} has a permanent 2018 home in 
the heart of the city every third Friday at Art 
Attack SF! The price of admission gets you into 
the show, pizza, beer, a chance to win raffle 
prizes from Artist & Craftsman Supply Co., 
and the ESTEEMED PRIVILEGE to bid on any 
of the five pieces of our curated, divine thrift 
finds in the auction following the 8PM comedy 
show., Find us at www.artcritiquesf.com or 
on social media @ArtCritiqueSF Third Friday 
of every month, 8-10 p.m., $15, 415-741-4456, 
artcritiquesf@gmail.com, www.facebook.com/ 
events/2027358364209668. Art Attack SF, 2358 
Market, San Francisco, artattacksf.com. 

Attractive Camp: Monthly comedy party featuring 
lots of pretty people with perfect teeth. Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, facebook. 
com/AttractiveCamp. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 


standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The 
Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make-Out 
Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Bootleg Comedy Show: Free Comedy!! Come enjoy 
some laughs from some of the best comedians 
in the Bay Area. The food is good, the drinks 
are delicious, and the laughs are plenty. Bring 
your friends and shake off the day. Saturdays, 
8-9:30 p.m., Free. Bootleg Bar & Kitchen, 2360 
Van Ness Ave, San Francisco. 

Case of the Mondays: Free Comedy Show in the 
Haight: Bringing you a comedy show on the 
suckiest day of the week, Case of the Mondays 
features SF’s top comedians determined to 
de-suck your Monday., They'll distract you from 
the pile of emails you haven't read, the stale 
coffee you drank at 3 pm, and that annoying 
co-worker who always feels compelled to 
say, “Happy Monday.”, Each show features a 
hot new line up of comics at one of the best 
comedy spots in the city., Every 4th Monday, 
8:30 pm, 21+ only / No Cover Fourth Monday of 
every month, 8:30-10 p.m., Free, geneva.orta@ 
gmail.com, www.eventbrite.com/e/case-of-the- 
mondays-stand-up-comedy-and-game-night- 
tickets-48430596217. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 





Wale at the Mezzanine. Photo by Jermain Hamilton 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Classy Pants: Long-form improv comedy by Daniel 
Burt and Chrysteena Lairamore. Fourth Wednes- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., $10-$20, facebook. 
com/ClassyPants. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Allstars Alumni: With Tyler Hinz, Maureen 
Langan, Kira Soltanovich, and Casey Ley Thu., 
Dec. 19, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 20, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 21, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $23. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 

edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 

competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., 


$10, www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up- 
and-coming comedians alongside industry pros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland. 
com. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 
510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Comedy Returns to El Rio!: Stand-up every third 
Thursday of the month with Lisa Geduldig and 
guests. Third Friday of every month, 8 p.m., $7- 
$20, koshercomedy.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and Rudy 
Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. Il Pirata, 2007 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 


Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Delirium: Comedy, Tragedy, Whatever: The 
edgiest standup comedy in sf on a monday 
Mondays, 8-10 p.m. Continues through April 
27, $0, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 
barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
St., San Francisco. 

Desi Comedy Night: It’s San Francisco's epic 
weekly Desi Comedy Night at a cool downtown 
SF art bar with HellaFunny and Funcheap. See 
a showcase of some of the Bay Area’s top 
comedians of Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, 
Bangladeshi, Afghani, and South Asian descent. 
Let's celebrate the Bay’s Desi culture and 
heritage with laughs. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m., 
Free with RSVP (Otherwise $10 at door), www. 
eventbrite.com/e/sfs-desi-comedy-night-tick- 
ets-55392014005?aff=sfweekly. Bar Fluxus, 18 
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Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Don't Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch com- 
edy program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $15, dwtslive.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 p.m., 
$15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Edna in a Bottle- tastes funny: San Francisco's 
darkest sketch comedy show, running for over 
a year and relaunching at its new home - the 
landmark indie venue, PianoFight. Starring a 
rotating cast of local funny people and one 
guest stand-up comic, every month weaves a 
new theme, be it topical or nostalgic, through 
sketch scenes, story-telling, comedy, and 
short films. If Portlandia, SCTV and a late night 
phone sex infomercial had a threesome, the 
baby would be Edna in a Bottle. You never know 
what's going to come out of this bottle! Front 
row Seats get extra attention! Third Thursday 
of every month, 10-11 p.m., $18 Adv. / $20 Door, 
(415) 531-7037, kymberghleah@gmail.com, 
www.facebook.com/pg/EdnasPotatoesMashed/ 
events/?ref=page_internal. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, San Francisco, pianofight.com. 

The Good, The Bad, and The Funny Comedy 
Show: Mondays can be a drag. The Ist and 3rd 
Monday catch a free stand-up comedy show. 
The Good, The Bad, and The Funny Comedy 
Show at Blondie’s Bar is a bi-monthly comedy 
showcase featuring Bay Area comedians that 
have performed at Cobb's Comedy Club, The 
Punchline in S.F. and Sacramento, Tommy T's, 
and The Improve are featured on the show. Every 
show has a fresh new batch of comics. So come 
on down and catch some laughs, enjoy some 
beverages and have fun with us. Every other 
Monday, 8:30-9:30 p.m., Free, 415-864-2419, 
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www.blondiesbarsf.com, www.blondiesbarsf. 
com. Blondie’s Bar & No Grill, 540 Valencia, San 
Francisco, www.blondiesbar.com. 

Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out to 
Haight Ashbury Comedy night at Milk Bar located 
in the heart of the historic Haight-Ashbury 
district to see some of SF's best comedic talent. 
Comedians on the show have been featured on 
NBC, ABC, MTV, Comedy Central, SF Sketchfest, 
Comedy Day and Punchline. Thursdays, $15. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur under- 
ground standup comedy. Sign up at 5:30 pm or 
on Bay Area Facebook Comedy Network. Fridays, 
6-8 p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, director@mutinyra- 
dio.fm, www.MutinyRadio.fm. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\1st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with 
occasional appearances by Harold class grad- 
uates or holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have a good 
time? Then come to “HellaFunny Sundays” to 
see a mix of San Francisco's best comedians! 
Comedians on this showcase have been seen 
on Comedy Central, NBC, ABC, Viceland, MTV 
and many many more. Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. 
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A different lineup each week for 5 bucks at Stage 
Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10-11:30 p.m., 
$5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Komedy Kiki: Hosted by Justin Lucas and Jesus 
U. Bettawork Fourth Monday of every month, 8 
p.m., $5 suggested donation. The Stud, 399 Ninth 
St., San Francisco, 415-863-6623, studsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

LORD of the ZINGS: Every 3rd Friday from 6-9pm 
featuring some of the bay area’s hottest and 
newest comics! Happy hour drink specials, 
music before and after, get a burrito next 
door and bring it to the bar! Always FREE!!! 
Every third Friday, 6-9 p.m., Free, https://www. 
facebook.com/events/232432940656052/?ac- 
tive_tab=about, www.facebook.com/ 
events/232432940656052/?active_tab=about. 
The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

The Mighty Mighty Hangout: SF Comedy Show- 
case: A weekly comedy showcase featuring top 
performers personally selected by Soul! Sausage 
Presents and Frosty Nugs. Brickhouse Cafe 
highlights: A Massive New Bar | 21 Beers on Tap 
| Fresh House Cocktails | Family Raised Wagyu 
Beef. Come early for Happy Hour from 3-7pm! 
Saturdays, 7-10 p.m. Continues through Aug. 1, $5 
Advance /$8 At the Door, soulsausagepresents@ 
gmail.com, themightymightyhangout.com/?fb- 
clid=IwARITRKVNTSn5H9niUUOpIvikrilK2qHm- 
nyEc3yNmgk_HoU6CJhtixGnngRI. Brickhouse 
Cafe, 426 Brannan, San Francisco, 415-369-0222, 
www.brickhousesf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night- 
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lifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic’s 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and beyond's 
underground comedy scene live, live streaming 
and podcast post at www.mutinyradio.fm 
Fridays, 8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Queerdos: The Set-Up Comedy presents, ‘Queer- 
dos,’ showcasing the best LGBTQIA comics, while 
celebrating diversity and inclusion throughout 
the bay area. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8-9:30 p.m., $10, info@setupcomedy.com, set- 
upcomedy.com/. Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San 
Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Sasheer Zamata: Sasheer Zamata is a comedian, 
actress, writer and current cast member on 
Saturday Night Live. She performs improv at the 
Upright Citizens Brigade Theater (with BUCKY 
and Doppelganger) and stand up at colleges and 
clubs across the country. She has appeared on 
Inside Amy Schumer, Totally Biased with W. Ka- 
mau Bell, ABC’s Would You Fall For That, and This 
American Life. She co-created and co-starred in 
the webseries Pursuit of Sexiness, which was 
named one of the Top 10 Web Series of 2013 by 
Variety, and part of Glamour's 7 Web Series 
We Can't Stop Watching in 2015. Fri., Dec. 20, 
7:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., $28. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash 
Mob Musical uses a one word suggestion to 
inspire a montage of scenes and songs made up 


entirely on the spot! No games. No narrative. 
No net. Fridays, 8 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup- Speakeasy Comedy Nights!: Craft 
beer and comedy merge harmoniously in the 
Beer Basement at Ales Unlimited, where The 
Setup draws some of the funniest local and 
nationally touring stand-ups in the business. 
The space is small and cozy but the hops and the 
laughs are big, with performers hailing from such 
comedic institutions as Comedy Bang Bang, San 
Francisco Sketchfest and The Comedy Store. So 
order a drink from Ales Unlimited's world-class 
selection of microbrews, wines and specialty 
cocktails, then head downstairs for a truly 
underground experience in the heart of the 
Tenderloin. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., 
10, 415-598-8158, info@setupcomedy.com, 
goo.gl/yTHqGu. Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San 
Francisco, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 TIth 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Stand Up on the Edge: The Freshest comedy 
show in SF on a monday. Mondays, 8-10 p.m., 
Free, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 
barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
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St., San Francisco. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up 
and coming Bay Area comedians. The show 
also features hilarious interviews with each 
performer. Live music often follows the comedy 
show at 9:30 pm. All comedy audience members 
receive a discounted cover charge to see the 
bands. Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcom- 
edyrsvp@gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy. 
eventbrite.com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

That Don Reed Show: The Marsh Berkeley an- 
nounces the extension of “That Don Reed Show” 
created by acclaimed comedian/playwright, 
Theatre Bay Area (TBA) 2018, 2017 nominee, 
and 2016 TBA winner Don Reed. Following a 
successful World Premiere run at The Marsh 
Berkeley, “That Don Reed Show” transferred 
to The Marsh San Francisco in September 2019. 
“Saturday Night Live” said Don was “too white,” 
while the network executive for ‘In Living Color’’ 
said he wasn't “black enough.” So Don created 
“That Don Reed Show’’—his own sketch variety 
show-bringing Bay Area audiences an evening 
of irreverent sketches, edgy stand-up, music, 
and moving drama. Sat., Dec. 21, 8:30 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 22, 5:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 28, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 29, 5:30 p.m., $20-$35 sliding scale, 
$55-$100 reserved, 415-282-3055, marsh@the- 
marsh.org, themarsh.org/performers/don_reed/ 
that_don_reed_show/. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 
Allston, Berkeley, themarsh.org. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on 
TV, and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week’s Show: Fresh standup from the best 
comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San Fran- 


cisco’s top sports bar and nightclub--all for less 
than the price of a movie ticket. Wednesdays, 
8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & Lounge, 2801 
Leavenworth, San Francisco, 415-671-8081, 
fortisf.com. 

Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo from 
your past and then turns it into a raucous, 
hullaballoo of improvised comedy. Thursdays. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle is 
duos improv. Two people enter. Two people do 
improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Wayback Wednesday: Share a memory (nostalgic, 
silly, awkward), and we'll delve into it together. 
Straddling the line between fantasy and reality, 
Chivalry Club shines a light on the strange and 
exciting parts of our past. Wednesdays, 8-9 p.m., 
$5, wow@endgamesimprov.com, www.facebook. 
com/ChivalryClubSF. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


The Southeast Asian Diaspora in Poetry and 
Memoir: Join us for a reading that brings 
together the work of Laotian poet and dancer 
Krysada Phounsiri and Cambodian writer Sieu 
Sean Do. Krysada Phounsiri’s debut book of 
poetry, Dance Among Elephants, is at turns 
intimate and interrogative, interested in un- 
packing the many layers of his family’s journey 
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from Laos to the United States and around 
the world. Sieu Sean Do's memoir, A Cloak of 
Good Fortune, traces his coming of age from 
the idyllic, peaceful years of childhood in rural 
Cambodia through his family's forced exile by 
the Khmer Rouge. Co-presented by OACC and 
Eastwind Books of Berkeley. Fri., Dec. 20, 6:30-8 
p.m., Free, 5106370455, info@oacc.cc, oacc.cc/ 
event/the-southeast-asian-diaspora/. Oakland 
Asian Cultural Center, 388 Ninth St. Ste. 290, 
Oakland, oacc.cc. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attrac- 
tion: Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 


strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Habitat 
Earth: The California Academy of Sciences’ 
newest planetarium show redefines the tradi- 
tional concept of astronomical presentation, 
turning the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what 
it means to live in today's connected world on 
the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses to 
seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
a recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's bright 
new summer show celebrates the chromatic 
diversity of nature with live animals, interactive 
displays, dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. 
Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast 
and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef 
Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its 
denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s resi- 
dents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some 
of the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours 
party featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 
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By Grace Li 


Beach Blanket Babylon is singing 
its swan song as 2019 comes to a close. 

The world’s longest running musical 
revue, located in North Beach on Beach 
Blanket Babylon Boulevard, is known 
for its quick spins on pop culture and 
politics, its crew of powerful singers, 
and of course, its outrageously extrav- 
agant hats. It’s quirky and ridiculous, 
with barely a plot but a whole lot of 
entertainment. But earlier this year, 
the 45-year-old show said 2019 would 
be its last hurrah. 

The reasons weren't financial, as 
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tends to be the case in San Francisco. 
Producer Jo Schuman Silver simply 
didn’t want the show to continue un- 
der another producer. Schuman Silver 
took over after her husband Steve 
Silver — the original producer of Beach 
Blanket Babylon — died in 1995 of 
AIDS. Since then, she’s been carrying 
on the show, bringing Silver’s eccentric 
vision to life, night after night. 

“She wanted to close it out while 
we were on top, John Camajani, stage 
manager of Beach Blanket Babylon, 
says. Camajani has been working with 
the show for 40 years — over half of 
his life, he says. (Camajani turned 70 
this year.) Since 1979, he’s watched 








the show grow and change — and it’s 
changed a lot. If you caught a produc- 
tion in January, it might not be the 
same as the one you'll see in March. 

That’s part of the appeal of Beach 
Blanket Babylon, and one of the rea- 
sons why it’s managed to keep such a 
strong, consistently ongoing audience. 
The show changes with the world. If 
Schuman Silver sees something inter- 
esting on the news in the morning that 
she wants in her show, she can just call 
the artistic director, and the crew will 
make it work. 

“We can have it costumed, lighted, 
propped, and hatted by that after- 
noon, Camajani says. “And it’s in that 


show that night. And 99 percent of the 
time it works.” 

In the version of Beach Blanket Bab- 
ylon that I saw, characters like Donald 
Trump, Hillary Clinton, Vladimir Pu- 
tin, Tina Fey, Mary Poppins, Michelle 
Obama, Elvis, some dancing Christmas 
trees, a poodle, etc... took the stage, 
along with the star, Snow White, who 
has remained a constant in the show 
for about four decades. Snow White 
is on a journey to find her prince, and 
along the way, she meets all sorts of 
people, satirized from politics and pop 
culture. 

“We like to say we don’t make fun of 
but we have fun with,” Camajani says. 
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Beach Blanket Babylon, World's Longest 
Musical Revue, En 
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Courtesy of Beach Blanket Babylon 


“We don’t like to point fingers at any- 
body more than that they’ve already 
done for themselves.” 

Camajani believes Beach Blanket 
Babylon is regarded as one of the icons 
of San Francisco — as part of the city 
landscape like Coit Tower, or the Gold- 
en Gate Bridge. Its last performance 
will be on New Year’s Eve. 

“It’s going to be a cold lonely neigh- 
borhood when Beach Blanket finally 
leaves,” Camajani says. “We’re all sad 
about it.” 
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By Jeffrey Edalatpour 


The Tale of Despereaux is a 
castration fable disguised as a children’s 
story. Not only does a kitchen cook chop 
off the titular character’s mouse tail, but 
an evil rat suffers the same fate. That’s 
two, count ‘em, two terrifying moments 
when the men in the audience crossed 
their legs unconsciously as a natural 
form of defense. While the Freudian and 
#TimesUp undertones aren't actually 
that explicit, the story does posit a 
cross-species form of infatuation. 

In PigPen Theatre Co.’s musical 
adaptation of Kate DiCamillo’s novel, 
our murine hero Despereaux (Dorcas 
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The Tale of Despereaux’s Tail 


Leung) falls in love with the very pleas- 
ant Princess Pea (Yasmeen Sulieman). 
As in all fairy tales, he has a wish to 
transcend the limitations of his life, 
and, in this case, his nonhuman self. 
His family appropriately, if histrion- 
ically, reacts badly to Despereaux’s 
delusional idea of pursuing a romance, 
royal or otherwise, with someone who 
isn’t a mouse. To deal with their unruly 
child, the best solution they come up 
with is to banish him to the dungeon. 
It’s the equivalent of sending a rebel- 
lious teenager to a boarding school. He 
becomes somebody else’s problem to 
sort out. 

But the dungeon is where a coterie 
of red-eyed rats dwell, along with the 
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gnawed bones of the critters they’ve 
preyed upon. PigPen has come up with 
some ingenious ways of conveying 
the pint-sized perspective of all these 
rodents. As they scurry about in the 
dark, each rat actor, dressed in black, 
holds up two red LED lights. You 

can feel Despereaux’s panic when he 
arrives in the dungeon and strains to 
find a courageous inner self. He’s a 
hero, of sorts, in the making. 

Botticelli (Matt Nuernberger) is his 
crafty rat nemesis. He has a wish of his 
own that runs parallel to Despereaux’s. 
Botticelli reasonably asserts that he 
longs to live up above in the daylight 
world. Nuernberger’s solo in “Dark 
Beautiful World” expresses his yearn- 


(I to r) Dorcas Leung 
(Despereaux) and Yasmeen 
Sulieman (Princess Pea) in 

Berkeley Rep’s production 
of PigPen Theatre Co.'s The 


Tale of Despereaux, directed 


by Marc Bruni and PigPen 
Theatre Co. 
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ing the way that Ariel does in The Little 
Mermaid, but with an expertly drawn 
undertone of menace. It’s hard not to 
feel sympathy for him, until he starts 
to use dastardly means to achieve his 
ends. 

When Despereaux is in the same 
room as the human inhabitants of 
the castle, PigPen breaks out a small 
stuffed animal. A variety of actors’ 
hands move it the way a puppeteer 
would. The cute white-whiskered 
mouse darts across tables and under 
chairs while Leung remains on stage. 
Her presence is a satisfying antidote 
to ventriloquism. And, to reinforce the 
illusion that we’re listening to a talking 
animal, Leung’s topknots have been 


braided to suggest the ears on a Mick- 
ey Mouse cap. 

The production also projects 
shadow puppets with an effect that 
recalls antique magic lanterns. A 
parchment-colored screen will sud- 
denly appear on stage as the spotlight 
narrows down on it to show a circle 
of dancing mice. PigPen creates a con- 
vincing imaginary world by combining 
different yet complementary visual 
approaches. The effects mirror each 
other but aren’t merely self-reflective. 
They face outwards too to bring the 
audience into the story. 

The actors and technicians in the 
PigPen Theatre troop are determined 
to entertain us, down to every last 
detail. There’s a subplot about every- 
one’s love of soup in the kingdom. 

So the scenic and lighting designers, 
Jason Sherwood and Donald Holder, 
respectively, teamed up to create a wall 
of soup pots to decorate the backdrop. 
Throughout the show, Holder changes 
the color of the lights to blue or green 
or orange and the pots cast those 
shifting, shimmering moods across the 
stage. The pots are an organic part of 
the story and double as stones in the 
castle walls. 

Musically, PigPen’s seven principles 
create a forceful, percussive wall of 
sound like The Decemberists or The 
Lumineers (yes, that means there’s 
an accordionist in the mix). Not one 
of them is ever out of time or out of 
tune. No one could accuse them of 
being under-rehearsed. Only the lyrics 
seemed to have gotten trapped in the 
insular world of a theatre group. The 
words were too sophisticated (and of- 
ten too complex) for younger kids and 
fairly square for teenagers. The Tale 
of Despereaux’s message then must be 
aimed at everyone's inner child. Or at 
least the ones who've escaped from the 
nightmare of their parents’ dungeon. 


The Tale of Despereaux, 

through Jan. 5 at Berkeley Rep, 2015 
Addison St., Berkeley. $60-$100; 
510-647-2949 or berkeleyrep.org 
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The Savior Complex of Little Women 


Little Womenis an easy movie to idolize, but idolizing amovie is adangerous thing. 





By Grace Li 


Everyone is desperate to give in 
Little Women, so much so that the gen- 
eral, surface-level wholesomeness be- 
comes grating. 

It’s hard finding the line between 
deep acts of kindness and a (some- 
times white) savior complex that Greta 
Gerwig’s 2019 remake of Little Women 
frequently finds itself veering into. In 
one scene, Marmee (Laura Dern), the 
matriarch of the March family, con- 
vinces the girls to give up their Christ- 
mas breakfast to a poorer family with 


no viable source of heat down the road. 


The March sisters are disappointed, 

of course, but they do it anyway, and 
there are prolonged shots emphasizing 
how poor and bleak this other family 
is. Much attention is given by the 
camera to Marmee’s angelic generosity 
and the March sisters playing with the 
family’s baby. 


‘ 

Their good deed is noticed by the 
rich neighbors next door, the Lau- 
rences. Theodore “Laurie” Laurence 
(Timothée Chalamet) and his grand- 
father, Mr. Laurence (Chris Cooper), 
gift them an even bigger Christmas 
breakfast — a colorful feast that blows 
their minds when they walk in through 
the door. While the March sisters gave 
away their food with no self-serving 
intention, the reciprocal action gets 
across a troubling message: Do a good 
thing, get a good thing. In another in- 
stance, Beth gifts Mr. Laurence a pair 
of hand-embroidered slippers, and Mr. 
Laurence, in turn, gives her a whole 
piano. 

There are other acts of kindness 
that fetishize the power dynamics 
across race and class: The times Mar- 
mee and her husband are hailed as 
abolitionists outnumbers the times 
when Marmee is actually, truly forced 
to reckon with her white privilege; 
Marmee hides her own scarf in a blan- 
ket bundle to give to a stranger after a 


close-up shot of his cold hands. I hope 
it’s not just general cynicism that’s 
preventing me from actually feeling joy 
from what are supposed to be heart- 
warming deeds. It’s just that so many 
of them are so blatantly meant to be 
“feel good” actions, that they come 
across as shallow — ways for audienc- 
es to project their own hopes of being 
good people without actually challeng- 
ing them to get there. 

I nitpick Little Women’s savior com- 
plex because idolizing a movie is a dan- 
gerous thing, and Little Women is very 
easy to idolize. To be fair, at its core, 
it is a good movie about good people 
trying to do good things. That, and 
Gerwig really knows how to push emo- 
tional arcs. Her remake isn’t chrono- 
logical. It flips back and forth between 
the Civil War and its aftermath, a du- 
eling structure that sets its characters 
up for peak emotional drama. As soon 
as the coziness of the past collide with 
the gray gloom of the future’s New 
York cityscape, you know that all the 


March sisters’ dreams and aspirations 
are barrelling toward collapse. Its 
formulaic give and take is a clever way 
of keeping viewers invested through a 
135-minute-long movie, hopeful that 
there'll be a break in the pattern, and 
that things will turn out alright. 

It’s also, perhaps, Gerwig’s way of 
inserting a little bit of 21st Century 
commentary into the movie. It’s hard 
taking a text that was written in the 
1800s and finding a way to make it rel- 
evant to a modern audience, especially 
when antiquated storylines might get 
in the way of those ideals. Jo resists 
marriage throughout Little Women, 
but eventually falls in love with a pro- 
fessor — Friedrich Bhaer. While Jo is 
literally chasing after him underneath 
pouring rain, the film splices scenes of 
Jo negotiating a book contract with a 
publisher, Mr. Dashwood, who insists 
the female protagonist of her story 
be married (or dead) by the end. “It’s 
romance, Mr. Dashwood says. “It’s 
mercenary, Jo counters, agreeing to 
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change the story to include a marriage 
for the sake of selling her book. All the 
while, Jo unites with Friedrich. They 
kiss, and while it’s hard not to be hap- 
py for Jo, the irony is palpable. 

Updating an old text is also difficult 
when its main feminist moral is some- 
thing that we now (hopefully) general- 
ly accept as true. “Women — they have 
minds. And they have souls. As well as 
just hearts. And they’ve got ambition 
and they’ve got talent as well as just 
beauty,’ Jo (Saoirse Ronan) says. “ And 
I’m so sick of people saying that love is 
all a woman is fit for. I’m so sick of it.” 
Ronan’s performance also helps deliver 
the urgency of the statement — she’s 
on the verge of tears without ever 
quite crying, her voice shaking and 
hissing with its power. 


Grace Li covers arts, culture, and food 
for SF Weekly. You can reach her at gli@ 
sfweekly.com. 
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The family behind the acclaimed Iranian restaurant set to reopen this month previously ran a taqueria at the sug- 
gestion of an Ethiopian friend — one of their many neighborhood businesses. 


By Ida Mojadad 


In November 1979, Lavash own- 
ers Saeed Talai and Nazila Tabrizi each 
found themselves with a sudden, forced 
change of plans. 

The United States levied economic 
sanctions against their home country 
of Iran in response to the Iran hostage 
crisis, cutting the pair off from family 
funds they needed to complete their 
American college educations. 

Both ended up in San Francisco 
around that time, joining families who 
came from Iran in the 1950s and 1960s; 
Nazila took shelter from visa complica- 
tions at her sister’s home, sometimes 
passing as Italian or Turkish to avoid 


You dont 


stigma, while Saeed retreated from 
pre-medical school in Oklahoma to live 
with his uncle. 

Prompted by a love of nature, Saeed 
began selling flowers out of a bucket on 
the corner of his uncle’s 76 gas station 
then located on 7th Avenue and Irving 
Street. Rushing to a night shift at a 
bank downtown capped a full day of 
selling flowers while running on a cou- 
ple of hours sleep in his VW van at the 
Flower Mart parking lot. Within a year, 
he needed help running the popular 
stand and Nazila needed a job. 

A partnership — though not yet 
a romantic relationship — was born 
that would launch flower shops, a tea 
lounge, a taqueria, and finally, a Persian 
restaurant mostly around the Inner 
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Sunset. Named for a Middle Eastern 
bread popular in Iran, the Talai family 
fully opened Lavash at 511 Irving St. in 
2008 to rave reviews for its Iranian clas- 
sics like fesenjan (pomegranate walnut 
stew) and kabob koobideh. A decade 
later, the family-run restaurant suffered 
a fire and set off on a long path to a ten- 
tative reopening this month. 

“It’s a domino effect of things you 
have to fight through here and there,” 
says Kaivon Talai, the couple’s eldest of 
three sons, of updating building codes 
and hiring staff. “But we're getting 
there. We feel like there’s such an ex- 
pectation for us now.” 

That expectation was built up long 
before Lavash came along. The “No 
name flowers” stand turned into a 
full store, Iris Flower Shop, where the 
restaurant’s kitchen is today. By the 
mid-1980s, the Talais opened Camila 
Flower Shop on Clement Street and 
Fourth Avenue in the Inner Richmond, 
Forest Hill Flowers on Judah Street, 
and another stand at Union Square out- 
side Saks Fifth Avenue. They each had 
significant others when they met that 
eventually fell away as the two became 
really close friends. 

“The friendship go on, go on, go on 
[sic] and there are things [that] hap- 
pen,’ says Saeed. "And the friendship 
became a relationship.” 

In 1986, Saeed filled up the Irving 
flower shop with roses and proposed. 
The couple married later that year at a 
small wedding where Nazila supplied 
flowers. “I was really good at what I was 
doing,” says Nazila, who was able to 
take some design classes at City College 
of San Francisco in between running 
businesses. 

The couple sensed a limited future 
for a flower business. Naturally, the 
Iranian immigrants’ next move was to 
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Lavash owners Nazila Talai and Saeed Talai. Photo by Ida Mojadad 


open a taqueria. 

Saeed and Nazila enlisted Chef Cesar 
Aguilar to launch LAvenida Taqueria in 
1990 with some Persian touches, like 
using Basmati rice. The Westside had a 
sparse presence of Mexican eateries and 
the Talais found themselves ahead of 
another booming business trend. 

The couple bought a house in San 
Bruno the next year to raise sons Kai- 
von, Kamron, and Kian, who all help 
run Lavash. In addition to operating a 
small Mexican restaurant, flower shops 
and raising a family on burritos, they 
often invited people over to serve Per- 
sian food out of pure love of cooking. 

By 2007, more taquerias opened up 
and the Talais could sense the competi- 
tion growing once again. They opened a 
small, to-go version of Lavash in place 
of Iris but eventually closed the taque- 
ria to concentrate on keeping Lavash a 
proper, cozy sit-down restaurant. 

The endeavor fired up Nazila once 
again, who had brain surgery in 2005. 
After Lavash opened in 2008, she 
launched Rose Tea, a tea lounge and 
flower shop on the same block as La- 
vash. Lavash also quickly became a spot 
that required a reservation and had 
special requests for their “love corner,” 
a spot by the fireplace where proposals 
often happened. 

A dish dubbed “chaklava” — baklava 
with layers of chocolate — became a 
hit, along with soltani kabob (lamb 
chops), kashk-e bademjan (eggplant 
dip), zereshk polo ba morgh (rice with 
barberry and chicken) and saffron ice 
cream. Even as Middle Eastern cuisine 
becomes more popular, Persian food’s 
long preparation time and expensive in- 
gredients has the Talais confident that 
this market won't be saturated. 

The Talais have not finalized a 
re-opening date for Lavash. 





Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Lobster Me 
865 Market Street 
(Inside Westfield Center Food Court) 
(628) 444-3077 
Lobsterme.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 
Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


Hog Island Oyster Co 
1 Ferry Building Shop 11, San Francisco 
(415) 391-7117 


hogislandoysters.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 
Danny Coyle's 
668 Haight St. 

(415) 558-8375 
Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 
Kate's Kitchen 
471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Francisca's 
3047 Mission St, San Francisco 


(415) 374-5747 
franciscassf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
originalusrestaurant.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 
300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2165 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 
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Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
T1I-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


SOUTH BEACH 


MoMos Restaurant 
760 Second St, San Francisco 
(415) 227-8660 
sfmomos.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 
3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


San Tung 
1031 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 242-0828 
santung.net 
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Lafayette Coffee 
Shop Is a Relic, 
and That's Okay 






Sweet Chili 
Garlic Jumbo 


WI NGS cules i 
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By Ryan Basso 


The Tenderloin has long been one 
of the most mysterious and infamous 
neighborhoods in San Francisco. While 
it’s undeniably rough, it’s also played 
host to musicians, artists, sex workers, 
and refugees over its long history. Detec- 
tive Sam Spade even called it home. 

One of the neighborhood’s oldest 
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establishments, Lafayette Coffee Shop, 
has gone through many major changes 
over the years, one being relocated 
from Hyde Street to Larkin Street in 
2016. But for the most part, the little 
diner has remained true to itself and 
its regulars, serving the same prime 
rib, western omelettes, and corned 
beef sandwiches that they have been 
since the 1960s. 

Lafayette Coffee Shop is reminis- 
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546 VALENCIA STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 





cent of the kind of places I'd go with 
my grandfather as a youngin’, the kind 
of places that were decorated for the 
last time in 1975. The interior’s muted 
beiges, browns, and reds will put you 
right into an early episode of The Brady 
Bunch. If you didn’t know any better, 
youd think it was perfectly acceptable 
to light up a cigarette right at the table. 
I’ve never seen this place slammed, but 
there is almost always a smattering of 
lonesome, newspaper-reading diners 
and a small group of friends chatting 
over coffee. The vibe is homey and 
recognizable, but saying the space is 
cozy might be overly generous. Just 
like the neighborhood the restaurant 
calls home, the atmosphere isn’t ideal 
but it’s essential to the experience. 
And then there is the food. Lafayette’s 
menu has all your breakfast go-to’s and 
some old fashioned favorites. 

Going out for dinner with your 
elders at a tiny neighborhood haunt 
and ordering a full dinner for around 
15 bucks used to be a thing. With San 
Francisco’s rising costs in an already 
volatile industry, it’s rarer and rarer to 
dine at an “ordinary” joint these days. 
What’s grown even harder to find is 
that classic nightly dinner special. I’m 
talking meat, potatoes, and veggies. 
I’m looking for spaghetti and meat- 
balls, baked ham, and veal cutlets. 
These dishes are oldschool, »Pp23 
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and while I’m fully aware that none of 
these classic dishes are still in vogue, I 
can appreciate a trip back in time be- 
fore the Culinary Revolution. 

At Lafayette you can order a prime 
rib, a scoop of mashed potatoes, and 
a pile of corn for $17.25. On Tuesdays 
you can get roast turkey for around 
$10 and finish off with canned peaches 
ala mode. Fish Fridays call for whole 
steamed trout or filet of baked cod 
nested on a bed of white rice. Even 
though these old-timey dishes appeal 
to a shrinking crowd, Lafayette will 
also always be reliable for a quick burg- 
er or a simple breakfast. 

Restaurants like Lafayette Coffee 
Shop are commonplace in the Midwest, 
the South, and even in the Northeast. 
But out here in the Bay Area, this 
trashy nostalgia can be harder to hunt 
down. Maybe it’s just me, but there will 
always be something romantic about a 
crappy cup of coffee, a rundown diner, 
and a rainy night in the Tenderloin. 


Lafayette Coffee Shop 
611 Larkin St. 


YAU A 0) 3 
regular 
price 
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* only 1 coupon per order 


865 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 


LOBSTERME.COM 


Dinner Tues-Sun * Sat-Sun Brunch 
Punch Bar — Wines from our wine store 


Delivery Available: UberEat or Postmates 


3047 Mission @ Cesar Chavez * 415.374.5747 


PROUDLY SERVING 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SINCE 1986 


Prime Rib Nights | North Beach 
elmlals oe secret Xs Staur ant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


=] North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 
and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


11:30am -11:45pm. 
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BENDERS 


806 S. VAN NESS AVE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA ¢ 21+ w/ID 
NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 2:00PM-2:00AM 
FEATURING: 

PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERYDAY. 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-FRI @ 2PM SAT-SUN @ 4PM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 26TH 
THROWBACK THURSDAY 


THE STEVE McQUEEN: A can of 
PNatos ste) mezeliicolini(omRele(-lmelale me, 
shot of Bulleit Bourbon for just $9... 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 27TH 


PUNK ROCIC-N:SCHLOCK 
KARAOKE 


Sign Ups Start at 9pm 
Coote) (-1 


Slate Rolie RR TiiteM i coltComUTilamelime! lanes 
unlimited song book! 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 28TH 
“BY THE TIME | GET TO ARIZONA’ 
ADAM'S GOING AWAY PARTY 


AMALGAMATION 
RAE 


Doors 9pm / Show 10pm 
$5 Cover 


LOTT fo \ fol gi (Mot colt moto] laiia’Muile) elle mileliilep 
Soto jive} fo Mel innlel tare mokeliole(o @cmi-ron diate MUry 
io) mint MJ lala) mer |inaleli- Me) mVirdelite mere) aay) 

fo fo) ale lato Myo \'Mefofolo] o)'(- Mol al- molt Ceol al— 
last shift with us... 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 29TH 
SERVICE INDUSTRY SUNDAY 


‘Jo aabyzelaap) 

ce late Mm ololo] Gromint-malolcom Vola dare] 
Service Industry Workers, we offer 
VolU Ne -foyti(- Meo) m Kelal- mye] mi -s-1-) an w\ 
Shot of El Jimador for just $8... 


MONDAY DECEMBER 30TH 


FRESH SQUEEZED MONDAY 
ee alae 

very Monday afternoon Cassy busts 
out the fresh fruit to make you tasty 
co lCoyantot-mCi(-\dareltlalet-wme lato Manley (- mre) 
wet your whistle... 


ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 
(" iTelaapxelaap) 

Vy aYM i CeyatoloMalelaimicolna Mm Ms elite 
yXolsiMa'(-Mco)|Melefel @elll mela) @ eliver-1) 
fom sleleye)malellim (-\V-CHEY Mn-) Mella he 
relate MM Melimelcoltlelilm ol-1-) am 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 31ST 
TEQUILA TUESDAY 


$6 gets you 
ola (ex=Mexe)(e Mere |aMeym [-Lexe | (-) 
folate Male) Moym ml inalelefolmm(-celllile 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1ST 
WHISKEY WEDNESDAY 


LY -e [1 CM VolU Keli MCer-Mexe) (oll Ploy oles Me) 
fe) Tinleltemelave me Mjale) mej mina ={-1° 110) 


650 tapes and depth charge present 
SATURDAY JANUARY 4TH 


CUTFY 


(featuring Kyle fronyOvens, Dystrophy, Millbrae 
Brothers, Mr. Turkey“6t6-) 


BURNING CURTAINS 
YOGURT BRAIN 
CREEPY»SMELL 


((olelUi mele M Vial sa\csanlel> eel OM -\nkmaleroe elate| 
Healer.. total melvins/eyehaiégod, worship) 


Doors 9pm / Show 10pm 
$5 Cover 
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By Brett Callwood 


Funk/soul band The New 
Mastersounds are, according to their so- 
cial media profiles, split between Leeds, 
England and Denver, CO. 

That in itself is a fascinating com- 
bination of cultures; Leeds, while 
vibrant, is an archetypal northern En- 
glish city — dark and urban. It doesn’t 
have the outdoorsy attraction of metro 
Denver, nor its extreme seasons. 

But that dichotomy is a comfortable 
one for this band. Guitarist Eddie Rob- 
erts is the trans-Atlantic journeyman, 
having moved to the States a decade 
ago. 

“We started playing in the U.S. in 
2004, realized that this is where our 
biggest audience is gonna be, and then 
started playing here a lot,” Roberts 
says. Eventually, in 2010, because ’'m 
the band leader and manager, I realized 
that I needed to be in the U.S. Actual- 
ly, [moved to San Francisco — I was 
there 2010 to 2013. Bounced around 
the country and finally settled in Den- 
ver because that’s where the woman 
I married was living. The rest of the 
band are still in Europe — two in the 
U.K. and one in Spain.” 

The band is completed by drummer 
Simon Allen, bassist Pete Shand, and 
keys man Joe Tatton, plus recently 
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added guest vocalist Lamar Williams 
Jr. When Roberts relocated to the 
States, there was no question of break- 
ing up the band or finding a new New 
Mastersounds. 

“With it being 20 years, there’s so 
much ESP,” he says. “We've been play- 
ing together for so long. And really, we 
were playing together before the 20 
years. I played with the bass player in 
different other projects, the drummer 
in different other projects, so we’ve 
probably known each other and played 
together for knocking on 30 years. 
There’s so much musical history there, 
we just get together on the road and 
away we go. 

Roberts likes to describe the band’s 
sound as “The Meters on steroids,” 
which is cute but there’s a lot more to 
the jam band-funk blend. 

“The original band was from Leeds 
but we now have this vocalist Lamar 
Williams Jr. with us — we made an 
album and released that in September,” 
he says. “He’s out of Atlanta — he’s 
the son of the bass player of the same 
name, Lamar Williams. So our sound 
has changed a little bit recently, it’s 
become more soulful. It used to be 
straight up funky jams. Instrumental. 
Now, we've got this vocal element to it 
which we're really enjoying and audi- 
ences are really enjoying. He’s probably 
on about half the set with us. That’s de- 
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buting material from the new album.” 

That new album is Shake It, which 
came out on Roberts’ own Color Red 
label. The name of the imprint recalls 
the state that he now calls home; the 
jam band scene in the Denver area has 
helped the band settle. 

“Thad so many friends here and 
there’s such a great scene here,” Rob- 
erts says. “I actually moved from San 
Francisco to New Orleans and then 
New Orleans to Denver so I definitely 
hit some of the best cities in the U.S. 
The new album came out on the label 
Color Red, which is the label that I 
started in Colorado, Color Red mean- 
ing Colorado.” 

The New Mastersounds celebrated 
their 20th anniversary in 2019, and 
Roberts can look back on some im- 
pressive achievements in those two 
decades. 

“We played quite a few shows with 
Art Neville,” he says. “That was incred- 
ible. We’ve played Fuji Rock a couple of 
times in Japan, which was incredible. 
150,000 people and not a single piece 
of litter anywhere... Playing the Fill- 
more in San Francisco was huge. It was 
before I’d moved to San Francisco, and 
I remember phoning back to the U.K. 
and realizing that I was standing under 
a photograph of Jimi Hendrix playing 
there — I was pretty overwhelmed... 
Pretty incredible for a kid from Swan- 





The New Mastersounds Funk Jam 
ls a Sweet Holiday Treat 


sea and a band from Leeds.” 

It’s perhaps not surprising then 
that he’s not particularly chomping 
at the bit to live in the U.K. again. He 
does like the occasional visit, mind 
you. 

“Tm from Wales originally anyway, 
and I go back to Wales quite a bit,” he 
says. But I went to music school in 
Leeds and then ended up staying there 
for quite some time. We just played a 
20-year anniversary of the club where 
we originally played and it coincided 
with the 20 years of the band, and that 
was great. A real homecoming, a cele- 
bration of the 20 years.” 

On the other hand, you can’t keep 
him out of San Francisco. Despite mov- 
ing away, Roberts returns to our city 
regularly and he’s back with the New 
Mastersounds this week to play two 
nights at The Chapel. 

“T have so many great shows there 
and I’m always looking to do little 
shows there,” he says. “I'll come and do 
the Boom Boom Room. Just do little 
shows like that to keep my finger in 
the city. San Francisco has always been 
a big place for us. We actually played 
the Boom Boom, that was the third 
show we ever played in the U.S.” 

These sets will be their first with 
Lamar Williams Jr. in San Francisco, 
adding an extra edge. 

“It’s gonna be a nice change from 
the usual Mastersounds jams,’ Roberts 
says. We've got two nights and we’re 
gonna get to stretch out a bit, which is 
kinda nice. We've got this great band 
Josh Hoyer and Soul Colossal opening 
for us. ’m just producing their album 
on Color Red — that’s gonna be com- 
ing out next April or May. He’s a soul 
powerhouse and it’s a great band. So 
it'll be a good old holiday celebration.” 

As the band enter their 21st year 
(they'll be legal), a holiday celebration 
seems entirely appropriate. 


The New Mastersounds play with 
Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossol 

at 9p.m.on Friday, Dec. 27 and 
Saturday, Dec. 28 at The Chapel. 
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Club listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to 
space restrictions. To change an existing 
listing or to have a listing added, email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 
550, S.F.,CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. 
Our Concerts section lists major shows 
and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all 
phone numbers are in the 415 area code. 
Listings rotate regularly, as space allows. 
Our complete listings of local clubs — 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre — 
are available online. 


THURSDAY 19 


ROCK 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Acoustic Open Mic, 7 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Broadcast (A Tribute), w/ Mint, Salacious Wizard 
Cult, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Fast 
Times.! with Andrew St James & Friends, w/ Burn- 
ing Curtains, Fast Times, The Gonks, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Live Classic Country, Playin’ Live Classic 
Country Music with Liam McCloskey & Friends, 
third Thursday of every month, 8-10:30 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “‘In 
‘n’ Out,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk, third Thursday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Tipsy House, third Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Midweek 
Metal Madness, w/ Asada Messiah, Theya, 
Anaximander, Vorlust, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Christopher 
Ford, third Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 
Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 

Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 

Whitechapel Gin Bar: 600 Polk Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Gin House Blues, w/ Howell Devine, third 
Thursday of every month, 8-11 p.m., Free. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez 
& Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Picante,” 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, DEC. 19 


Amo Amo: W/ Salami Rose Joe Louis, 8 p.m., $15. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Dababy: W/ Stunna 4 Vegas, 8 p.m., $49.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 


Market, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 20 


A.C.E.: 7 p.m., $55. August Hall, 420 Mason St, San Francisco. 
Eric Rachmany: W/ The John Dank Show, Ted Bowne, 9 p.m., $29.50. The 


Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. 1984, 80s 
pop, new wave, rock, synth-pop, industrial & one 
hit wonders, 9 p.m., No Cover; “Class of '84," w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, 
and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. Sebastian, 8 p.m., $30. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Redisco: Thrift Shop Thursdays,” third Thursday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Supernature 
Thursdays, $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. BFF.fm, w/ 
Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm DJs spin a variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “1999,” w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. House Love | 
Ath Tuesdays at Wish, House Love Monthly w/ 
STOA + LAUS, Every fourth Thursday, 10 p.m., 
Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Lil Kayla, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘Groove 
Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Jazz @ 
The Atlas, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. Live 
Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., Free. 

Scopo Divino: 2800 California Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Latin Jazz by Alacrito Quartet, Come 
see the Alacrito Quartet for Latin Jazz at 
San Francisco Pacific Height’s most romantic 
wine bar and restaurant, ScopoDiVino. Perfect 
atmosphere for sipping top wines, savoring a 
fine dinner, enjoying a romantic date, hanging 
with fun friends, digging the Latin jazz, and 
starting the awaited weekend!, Thu., Dec. 19, 
7-10 p.m., rennerjazzrennerjazz@gmail.com. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 


Marin, San Francisco. 


Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers 
bring a rollicking celebration of the holidays, 
performing timeless songs of the season with 
their joyous, dance-ready approach that blends 
swinging jump-blues and classic jazz., Thu., Dec. 
19, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 20, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 21, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22, 6 & 
7:30 p.m., $35-40; Spanish Harlem Orchestra, 
The three-time GRAMMY-winning ensemble of 
Latin jazz all-stars gained worldwide acclaim for 
bringing the golden age of salsa into the 21st 
century. They debut at SFJAZZ celebrating the 
holidays with a spirited night of seasonal music., 
7:30 p.m., $50-105. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY 20 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Panoram, w/ Thrown Out Bones, 9 p.m., $12. 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Joy 

Formidable, w/ Twen, 8:30 p.m., $28. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “Take 
a Trip: Old Music for Dance People," w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. The Mother Hips, Fri., Dec. 20, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $25. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘“Old- 
ies Night,’ W/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, and 
friends, third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday Night 
Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 
8 p.m., $11-$15. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Loose Joints,’ w/ DJs Centipede, Damon Bell, 
and Tom Thump, third Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
“Bluegrass Bonanza,” third Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Surfaces, 
w/ Public Library Commute, 7 p.m., $15. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Death Angel, 
w/ Hell Fire, Charger, 8 p.m., $25. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Chro- 
meo (DJ Set), w/ Justi n Jay, Juan Maclean, 
10 p.m., $20. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Thomas Jack, 
w/ Girlsname, 9:30 p.m., $25. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Manimal,” 
9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. | Candy, 


Tourist + Mathew Dear: 9 p.m., $18. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San 


Francisco. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 21 


Francisco. 


Berner Cookies Christmas 2019: 8 p.m., $35. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 
Grateful Shred: 9 p.m., $25. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 


Late Night Radio + Daily Bread: W/ Artifakts, 9 p.m., $20. Mezzanine, 


444 Jessie, San Francisco. 


Grateful Shred: 9 p.m., $25. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 


Francisco. 


Perfect Stranger: W/ Yuli Fershtat, 10 p.m., $15. The Midway, 900 


SUNDAY, DEC. 22 


Nat Keefe Concert Carnival: 8 p.m., $35. The Independent, 628 Di- 
visadero, San Francisco. 





9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dancing 
Ghosts,” w/ DJ Xander & guests, third Friday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 
p.m.); Black Celebration : All Depeche Mode, 
All Night / Dancing Ghosts!, Let's have a BLACK 
CELEBRATION this holiday season at Cat Club 
SF with the return of the extreme DEPECHE 
MODE tribute!, 9:30 p.m., $8, dancing.ghosts@ 
gmail.com. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Fran- 
cisco. Latino Fridays, World Class DJ's playing 
the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Flight 
Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
“Daddy Saddle,” third Friday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. “OMGF,” 
9:30 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ DJ 
Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” 
Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 
Tipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Dance 
Fridays," weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Gypsy Disco 
Project, Specials on Tequila and we have Ta- 
males, third Friday of every month, 5-10 p.m., 
Free, info@wishsf.com. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Keak Da Sneak, 9 p.m., $25. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Juicy,” w/ 
DJ Mark Di Vita, third Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. Top 
40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, spinning 
current & classic hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, 
no dress code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/ 
vodka cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & 
Beer Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Josh 
Taylor & Friends, third Friday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free; Josh Taylor, third Friday of 
every month, 8-10 p.m., Free. Jazz @ The Atlas, 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. The 
Scott Foster Group, third Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult; 
Scott Foster Group, Scott Foster has been on the 
Friday evening schedule since its start in late 
2002. He brings ina project every third Friday, 
always fresh and always deeply satisfying. This 
time out, he’s hosting his long-time collaborator, 
Dave Scott, who left San Francisco for Sedona, 
AZ not long ago., 5:30-8 p.m., $20 suggested 
donation, bird.and.beckett.pr@gmail.com. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 
Gaucho, Every other Monday, Friday, 8-11 p.m., 
Free, bookings@gauchojazz.com. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Pangea Futbol Club, third Friday of every month, 
9 p.m. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Cyril Guiraud 
Quartet, third Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, Lavay Smith 
& Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers bring a rollicking 
celebration of the holidays, performing timeless 
songs of the season with their joyous, dance- 
ready approach that blends swinging jump-blues 
and classic jazz., Thu., Dec. 19, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Fri., 
Dec. 20, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 21, 7 & 8:30 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22, 6 & 7:30 p.m., $35-40. Adam 
Shulman’'s Charlie Brown Christmas, Best known 
as part of Marcus Shelby's Jazz Orchestra and 
a creative force in the San Francisco jazz scene 
for the past decade, pianist Shulman reprises 
his annual tribute to Bay Area jazz legend Vince 


Dw 


THUR DEC 26 ¢ 9:30PM-2AM ¢ FREE! 


CHULITA VINYL CLUB 


FUNK, SOUL, HIP-HOP, CUMBIA, 
FREESTYLE Y OTRAS ROLAS 


FRI DEC 27 ¢ 6PM-10PM ¢ FREE! 


DJS TBD 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SOUL! POWERED 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
SPIN A DANCE PARTY HIGHLIGHTING 
SOME OF THE BEST SOUL MUSIC 
OF THE LAST 50 YEARS! 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, GROOVE, HIP-HOP, 
AFROBEAT, REGGAE 


SAT DEC 28 ¢ 7PM-9:30PM ¢ $10 


BILLIE GALE & FLOUR FLOUR 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN DEC 29 ¢ 7PM-2AM ¢ $7 
DOORS AT 7PM, SHOW AT 9PM! 


MEDIA MELTDOWN 
HOSTED BY PIRANHA & FRANZIA KAFKA! 


MON DEC 30 ¢ 6PM-10PM ¢ FREE! 


THE FORMATIVE YEARS: 
INDIE ROCK & EMO GUILTY PLEASURES 


FROM THE 90S & 00S 
W/ DJ MARTY HARD 


NEW YEAR’S EVE ¢ TUE DEC 31 * 8PM-2AM 
$20 ADV/ $25 DOOR 
RESERVE A BOOTH ON EVENTBRITE $40/$60 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 


NEW YEAR'S EVE BALL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
PARTY FAVORS 
BALLOON DROP 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT! 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INT'L 


WED JAN 1 ¢ CLOSED 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-3997 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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Guaraldi and his beloved soundtrack to Charles 
Schulz’s 1965 holiday classic., 7:30 p.m., $30-70. 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9 p.m., $10. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 
8 p.m., free. 


SATURDAY 21 


ROCK 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig & 
Meredith, 4 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
The Hot Toddies, w/ Pity Party, Bernie And The 
Wolf, Kitty Kat Fan Club, 8:30 p.m., $15. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. This Side 
Up w/ Derek Evans, third Saturday of every 
month, 6 p.m. Starts . continues through May 
16, Free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Saturday 
Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren 
Oswald, and Paul Paul, third Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. The Mother Hips, Fri., Dec. 20, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $25. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tony Perez 
& Second Hand Smoke, third Saturday of every 
month, 4 p.m. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pura, 
Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bachata, Cumbia, 
Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Audio: 316 tith St., San Francisco. Durante, w/ 
Banskia, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘New Wave 
City,’ w/ DJs Skip & Shindog, third Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $7-$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie 


OPEN NOON - 2AM 
EVERYDAY 


HAPPY HOUR 
M-F NOON - 7PM 


COCKTAILS + BEER 
PLINY THE ELDER 
O) PN a 


PATIO + POOL + 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


CREDIT CARDS 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
PNVSN | N=) oO) 8 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN @ TURK 
THE TENDERLOIN SF 


415 926 8118 
lefeley4=) t=] ae (C) 
Vaal ol-lcol sale) axel at-mecolan 
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House 


KLINGANDE 


Courtesy of Artist 


10 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 28, at Temple. $20; templesf. 


com 


As one of the producers who, along with Kygo and Sam 
Feldt, set the foundation for tropical house’s dominance 
over the global dance music landscape, Klingande’s 
innovative approach to music production has always 
elevated his blissful form of melody-driven house. Born 
Cédric Steinmyller, the French artist’s interest in music 
began during his youth, studying a year at London’s Point 
Blank Music School before returning to France to devote 
full attention to his music career. Klingande’s breakthrough 
into the upper echelon of dance music came in 2013 with 
“Jubel,” a breezy and saxophone-prominent single that 
foreshadowed the popularity of acoustic-heavy melodic 
house later in the decade. After releasing hit singles 

like 2017's “Pumped Up,” Klingande released his long- 
anticipated debut LP, The Album, last month to universal 
praise within the dance community, exceeding expectations 
by delivering an ambitious yet satisfying collection of pop- 
infused melodic house singles. Always touring with his 
saxophone and a guitarist by his side, Klingande’s restless 
experimental spirit allows the organic elements within his 
to shine brighter on stage. Tim Casagrande 


S.F.,""9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 
11 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. Inside 
Out Mornings Presents: The Patio Party, Resident 
DJs Vedda and Cristoffer Z are joined weekly by 
top DJs, 6 a.m.-noon, $20, insideoutmornings@ 
gmail.com. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Flex 
Saturdays, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club 
Hits at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Sin- 
fulSaturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@infu- 
sionlounge-sf.com; “Infusion Saturdays," 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bounce!,”’ 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Fringe,” w/ DJs Blondie K & subOctave, third 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Powerhouse: 1347 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘“Beat- 
pig,” third Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Mys- 
tique, w/ Bairfro, Emanate, Shane Fontane 
and more, 9 p.m., $10; “Non Stop Bhangra," w/ 
resident DJs Jimmy Love, Dholrhythms dance 
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troupe, more (in the main room), third Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,” w/ 
DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. ‘“Gameboi 
S.F.," w/ VJ LaRock, third Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Device,” 
w/ resident DJ Tom Ass, third Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m. 
in leather/gear). 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
MNML:FUN w/ Joey Alaniz and Gavin Smith, Join 
us this holiday season as we close out 2019! 
We welcome Joey Alaniz (soundcloud.com/ 
joeyalaniz) and Gavin Smith (soundcloud.com/ 
dj_gav), with opening support from MNML:FUN 
residents., 9 p.m., $5 before 10pm, $8 after. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Electric Boo- 
galoo, Funky, Tech, Deep & Dirty House music 
every third Saturday, third Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. 
“Shine,” third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Candy Rain,” first 
and third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $3. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90's, and today's 
Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “The 
Booty Bassment,” w/ DJs Dimitri Dickinson & 
Ryan Poulsen, third Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 80's 
and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and MCs, 9 
p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. Jazz @ The Atlas, Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. 
Chives + Bastet, Steven Lugerner, saxophone, 
Max Jaffe, drums, Goiulio Cetto, bass, Justin 
Rock, guitar, 7:30-10 p.m., $20, bird.and. beckett. 
pr@gmail.com. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. Caffe 
Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, Lavay Smith 
& Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers bring a rollicking 
celebration of the holidays, performing timeless 
songs of the season with their joyous, dance- 
ready approach that blends swinging jump-blues 
and classic jazz., Thu., Dec. 19, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Fri., 
Dec. 20, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 21, 7 & 8:30 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22, 6 & 7:30 p.m., $35-40. Duke 
Ellington's Nutcracker Suite with Marcus Shelby 
Orchestra, For bassist, composer, and arranger 





Marcus Shelby, Duke Ellington and Billy Stray- 
horn's Nutcracker Suite arrangements offer an 
ideal vehicle for his talent-laden jazz orchestra, 
an ensemble he modeled after Ellington's. His 
band breathes new life into the singular cultural 
fusion of Tchaikovsky with the orchestral lan- 
guage of Ellington., 7:30 p.m., $40-80. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 8 p.m. 


SUNDAY 22 


ROCK 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The 
Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, fourth Sunday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. ‘’Kick It!: 
‘80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

EI Valenciano: 1153 Valencia, San Francisco. Cuba 
Descarga Salsa Dance Party, Every Sunday live 
music, Sundays, 6-11 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 27, $10, cultucuba@gmail.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ 
DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Sun- 
days, Day and night club party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 





Psychedelic soul 


THE MARIAS 


Photo by Dania Maxwell 


8 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 31, at Swedish American Hall. $45; 


swedishamericanhall.com 


Incorporating elements from latin jazz, psychedelic rock, 

and ’60s soul, The Marias’ singular sonic aesthetic leaves 

a subtle yet lasting impression on the listener’s psyche. 

Fronted by eponymous vocalist Maria along with producer 

and drummer Josh Conway, the Los Angeles band became an 
instant favorite within the city’s indie rock scene upon their 
formation in 2016, stunning viewers with their elegant sound 
and sophisticated approach to playing live. The group’s radiant 
2017 debut EP Superclean Vol. I showcases the band’s talent 

to seamlessly incorporate different elements from funk and 
dream pop to create a cohesive and highly-personal sound, with 
Maria’s soothing vocals, in both Spanish and English, shining 
throughout. The band would follow up the next year with a 
sequel EP, Superclean Vol. II, a slow-burning yet exquisite serving 
of hazy psychedelic soul that feels otherworldly at first, but 
reveals its more vulnerable layers throughout. Tim Casagrande 


MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. WERD, 
House - Techno - Disco every Sunday, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Cognitive 
Dissonance,” fourth Sunday of every month, 
6:30 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Select 
Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando & Natural, 10 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Steve 
Freund's Big 3 Trio, Steve Freund, Pete Devine, 
Joe Kyle, 4:30-6:30 p.m., $20 suggested dona- 
tion, bird.and.beckett.pr@gmail.com. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Fran- 
cisco. Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
second and fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-S10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 


Seisitin, 9 p.m. 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny 
Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, Lavay Smith 
& Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers bring a rollicking 
celebration of the holidays, performing timeless 
songs of the season with their joyous, dance- 
ready approach that blends swinging jump-blues 
and classic jazz., Thu., Dec. 19, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Fri., 
Dec. 20, 7 & 8:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 21, 7 & 8:30 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22, 6 & 7:30 p.m., $35-40. The 
Klezmatics, The GRAMMY-winning klezmer super 
stars return to celebrate the Festival of Light, 
performing seasonal music from their 2006 
album Happy Joyous Hanukkah that set lyrics 
by the late Woody Guthrie to their delightful 
original compositions. Formed in the New York's 
East Village in 1986, the Klezmatics led the 
current resurgence of the klezmer tradition., 
7 p.m., $25-65. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


MONDAY 23 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Earl 
Brothers, fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free; Bluegrass Mondays with the Bow Ties, 9 
p.m., Free (tips suggested). 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco. Damir, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter 
Lindman, 4 p.m.; The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 
9 p.m.., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
‘'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays), w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Oasis: 298 1th St., San Francisco. “Beat It!: An 


+ es. 


NEW YEARS EVE 


NN ee 


‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 
Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Sky- 
larking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Eric Bellenger, 
w/ Ye Ali, Sy Ari Da Kid, Garren, 8 p.m., $27. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Pick 
Bluegrass Jam, fourth Monday of every month, 
6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 
Gaucho, Every other Monday, Friday, 8-11 p.m., 


i ee 


Free, bookings@gauchojazz.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open 
Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 
Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan 
Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Nelson Trio Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


TUESDAY 24 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco. The Stan Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
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TICKETS TEMPLESF.COM | VIP + TABLE SERVICE 415-312-3668 OR INFO@TEMPLESF.COM 
540 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO | OPEN 10PM ~- 4AM | AGES 21+ 


XS 4: 
i errr 
fe ee ees Oe 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2019 27 


i 


Dance 


FRESH START WITH CLAPTONE, 
WALKER & ROYCE, ELAX (BOYS NOIZE), 


& MORE 


Courtesy of Artist 


4a.m— 8 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 1, at The Midway. $45; 


themidwaysf.com 


Boasting an eclectic and star-studded lineup that includes 
scheduled performances from Claptone, Walker & Royce, and 
Moon Boots amongst a variety of other heavy-hitting artists, 
Fresh Start at The Midway promises to help begin your new 
year with the perfect party. As the headliner, the enigmatic, 
gold-masked Claptone have long enamored listeners with 
their unique brand of enchanting tech house, as their 2018 
album Fantast explores heavier pop melodies while staying 
in a dreamy atmosphere. House-lovers should get their 
dance-craves satisfied with appearances from Dirtybird 
favorites Walker & Royce and J. Phlip, along with a planned 
stage takeover from local party-gurus Pizza and Techno. 

A rare performance from Elax, the groovy alias of techno- 
punk Boys Noize, rounds out the impressive lineup, which 

is spread throughout four stages. Apart from the plethora of 
music, art installations and local food trucks can be found 
throughout the mini-festival’s indoor and outdoor grounds. 


Tim Casagrande 


“Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, first and 
second Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m.; 
fourth and Last Tuesday of every month, 9:30 
p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 4 p.m. 

DANCE 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,’ w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag 
performances, more, 10 p.m., $5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Cock Shot," 
9 p.m.., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Startup 
Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” 
w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Soundpieces, 
10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Music 
Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. “BoomSwing 
Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 


Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. House Love | 
Ath Tuesdays at Wish., w/ Stoa + Laus:, fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 10 p.m., Free, info@ 
wishsf.com; Old Friends, New Friends, fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, 
info@wishsf.com. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘“Phat Tuesday,” 
w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Smith 
Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. “Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 
with salsa lessons). 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisiun, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Live Jazz, 
Live jazz music and drink specials., 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m.; The Pleasure 
Palace, fourth Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 
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ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. Two 
Piece Tuesdays, A weekly event featuring live 
music, delicious cocktails and Taropy with Miss 
Ginger., Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., Free. 


WEDNESDAY 25 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 
From gypsy jazz to indie rock, this red-lit Mis- 
sion music club hosts live bands with a focus 
on the best local musical talent., Every other 
Wednesday, 8:30-10:30 p.m., Free, bookings@ 
gauchojazz.com. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Bay 
City Blues, w/ Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Rock and Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, This 
classic blues & funk jam session is a popular 
mid-week event featuring great local blues 
players. No cover ever!, 8 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free, 
Info@theluckyhorseshoe.com. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. Pan Dulce 
Wednesdays, w/ Club Papi, 9 p.m., free. 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Baobab!,” timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,’ w/ DJ Damon, Unti 77, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “EPR,” 
18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Housepitality,” 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Industry 
Night, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Juicy,” 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked 
Out Soul, fourth Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $20. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Wayback 
Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. “EQ Wednes- 
days," 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. 
“West Coast Wednesdays,” w/ DJs LazyBoy & 
Mr. Murdock, Last Wednesday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 
Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 
7p.m., free. 





The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Latin 
Lounge,’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Patrick 
Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. ““Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. David 
Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, Wednesdays, 7-10 

p.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“International Freak Out A Go Go,” w/ resident 
DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, 
and Special Lord B, Last Wednesday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Toast Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
29th Street Swingtet, fourth Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Zach Brough 
& Friends, 4 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco. Abe 
Imansia Jazz Group, Wednesdays, 7:30-1:30 p.m. 

Scopo Divino: 2800 California Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Steve Nelson Trio, Wednesdays, 7-10 p.m., 
free, tim@scopodivino.com. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 
6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 





SAVAGE LOVE \ OPEN ENDED 


Just Put This 
Relationship Out 
Of Its Misery. 


Marriage Is not going to fix monogamy 
problems. 


by Dan Savage 


I'm a mid-20s cis straight man. After my 
girlfriend and I finished college, she moved overseas 
to start her job. We've broken up twice and gotten 
back together twice. We are interested in opening 
up our relationship, but I have reservations. She 
wants the freedom to throw herself into her new 
world without the constraint of having to shut down 
non-platonic sparks. My girlfriend has brought up 
marriage several times. While she admits she doesn't 
have a good track record with monogamy, she insists 
marriage will change that. Another concern: The last 
time she was in an open relationship, she cheated 
on her then-boyfriend with me. “No exes” was one 
of their rules, and I was her ex at the time. (I didn’t 
know she was with someone else.) Another wrinkle: 
When I confided in her recently that I had developed 
romantic feelings for another person, she asked me to 
choose between her and them, and so I aborted this 
burgeoning connection. That felt unfair, seeing as she 
wants her freedom. She is also bisexual and wants to 
have experiences with women. I would be fine with 
her hooking up with women, but it makes me sick to 
my stomach to think about her with other men. She 
would be willing to put her desire for experiences 
with other women to the side in order to be with 
me, she says, once we are married. I would love to 
hear your thoughts on these things: (1) Whether we 
should open our relationship. (2) My male/female 
hookup distinction. (3) How to move forward if 
your partner is unsure whether they are built for 
monogamy but nonetheless wants to settle down in a 
married, monogamous relationship. 

Onto Processing Entirely New Situation 


1. Don’t open it. End it. It’s time to put this 
dumb, messy, past-its-expiration-date shitshow 
of a relationship behind you. Would knowing your 
girlfriend is already fucking other people help 
you do that? Because your girlfriend is almost 
certainly fucking other people. Already. Because 
when someone with a shitty track record where 
monogamy and nonmonogamy are concerned 
asks their partner for an open relationship while 
at the same time demanding their partner “abort” 
any potential “non-platonic” friendships they 
might have... yeah, that motherfucker is already 
fucking other people. They just don’t want to give 
their partner the same freedom they’ve already 
seized for themselves. 

2. It seems like a silly distinction to 
me, OPENS, one that comes from a place 
of insecurity. (And a “no other dick” rule 
would make most gay open relationships 
impossible.) But sometimes, working with 
your partner’s insecurities—accepting them, 
not fighting them—is the key to a successful 


open relationship. And since many bisexuals in 
monogamous opposite-sex relationships often 
ask to open the relationship because they want to 
act on their same-sex attractions (or, indeed, have 
their first same-sex encounter), keeping outside 
sex same-sex—at least at first—isn’t an entirely 
unreasonable request. But this is irrelevant in 
your case, since your girlfriend is already fucking 
anyone she wants. 

3. Your soon-to-be-ex-girlfriend is hilarious. 
People who are bad at monogamy don’t get 
better at it once they’re married. If anything, 
people who were good at monogamy tend to get 
worse at it the longer they’re married. If your 
soon-to-be-ex-girlfriend isn’t bullshitting, if she 
isn’t bringing up marriage and monogamy to 
complicate and extend your conversations about 
opening up this doomed relationship, then she’s 
deluded. And if your girlfriend cheats because 
she gets off on risk, danger, or deception, getting 
married—which would obviously make cheating 
riskier and more dangerous—could make 
cheating more appealing to her, not less. 


I'ma bisexual man married to the most beautiful 
trans woman. I can’t keep my hands off her. But why 
can't I fuck her anally like we both want? I can’t seem 
to push past the gates, which sends a signal to my 
brain that I’m doing something wrong, which make 
me Mr. Softee. Every other thing we do in bed is 
smooth as silk. Help! 

Limp Isn't My Preference 


I'd have to see video to guess at what might 
be wrong—not an ask, LIMP, don’t send video— 
but it never hurts to use more lube, engage in 
more anal foreplay, and sometimes do butt stuff 
without even attempting anal intercourse. And 
when you do go for it, maybe instead of you 
trying to fuck her/push past the gates, LIMP, you 
could lie still and let her take charge. In other 
words: Don’t fuck her with your dick, let her fuck 
herself with your dick. 


On the Lovecast, do you trust gay men more 
to sell you clothes? Science has the answer: 
savagelovecast.com. 


mail@savagelove.net 
Follow Dan on Twitter @fakedansavage 
humpfilmfest.com 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 


coi] ais 48 @a(=lo lam Relorelilola 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 


Wiavalife 


Meet 
SOM2ONe: 


408-777-2800 
323-782-4200 
1-877-800-5282: 











e 
FREE TRIAL 
415.315.0808 
408.518.8383 
1 877.834.4044 i - 
kb =~ 
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Best Asian 
Massage in 


Oakland! | 


Beautiful Young Staff \\ a 






940 BUSH STREET “= 
53 


OME 4 Ss 415-567-8825 


=> >< joe 











SS 
Ma Health Spa : : 
(510) 419-3909 : wt At ‘ 
Open 9-10:30 7 days air tly 
324 10th Street #309 | 
Oakland, CA | ee 
. Ps Pra 

“Grand Opening” 

ran pening Experience Our Unique Hong Kone Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Mas 
The Best Massage in town! 0 R i E N TA L N AT U R A L 
Pretty Masseusses HELING yo tt, ¢? 
Swedish Massage Open 7 Days10am-10pm a s 
$50/Hour 2505 Judah Street , SF. CA 94122 a = WA 
Deep Tissue Massage Brand New Rénovation j i 7 
$60/Hour ($40/30 min) ¢ 0415-560- 6666 | ‘ 
Full Body Scrub % ; - 
$35 il eee Py 

‘ NF 6 
New is D HOLIDAY SPECIAL MP\. onl 
e Oasis Day Spa WITH THIS COUPON : ~— ~.. — 
San Francisco CA 94121 WITH FREE BODY SCRUB 
415-668-6299 C —_ 
www.newoasisdayspa.com VIP room with private shower , IO/H . 


7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 
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~\ Versatile Latina 
Escort Service 
SbiVvO, O 7, ceOD) 

8” functional 
oakland, lake merrit 


SAN JOSE 
408.777.2999 


TOLL FREE 


1 877.839.1110 





Companion 


Se | =~ BDSM 





TRY IT. sss et esses en ess nA ~A Fetish 


AHORA EN ESPANOL 


1.888.257.9797 UNFORGETTABLE SESSION GUARANTEED 


ORFEZAUUUU | Ra P| ry) - | 
QUESTCHAT.COM —ss a "Oe ) www.ckiara.adult 
WAAAAR RIAA AAA (510) 712-5671 
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EMPLOYMENT 











Administrative Assistant 
Wanted: FT or PT position 
open at a busy print shop in 
San Francisco. Duties _ in- 
clude data input, filing, print- 
ing job tickets and all other 
office tasks that are needed. 
Hours are flexible for the 
right candidate. Some com- 
puter skills helpful, but can 
be trained. Please email re- 
sume to 


davidc @sfmediaco.com 





Construction Engineer/Es- 
timator. SF, CA. BA/BS in 
Civil Engg, Const Engg or 
ritd + 1 yr exp. Local travel 
to client sites reqd 10-15% 
time. CA PE License not 
reqd. Rossi Builders, Inc., 

joe @rossibuilders.com. 





Energy Systems Engineer- 
Alfatech Consulting Engi- 
neers (San Francisco, CA), 
provide mechanical  engi- 
neering & energy systems 
work incl calculations, 
CAD/BIM, quality assurance, 
design criteria, sustainable 
technologies, etc. Resume: 
jobs @ atce.com 





Engineering: 

Capella Space Corp. in San 
Francisco CA seeks Techni- 
cal Product Manager for 
Tasking and Data Products 
(#TPM19); fax resume to 
Attn: Siobhan Gray 
(650) 437-7167 noting posi- 
tion title and job# of position 


applying for. 





IT/Software Development: 
Endpoint Clinical, Inc. seeks 
Sr. S/W Dev. (#SSD010). 
Mail resume Attn: HR to 55 
Francisco St, #200, San 
Francisco, CA 94133 quot- 
ing job #. 





Engineering Mgr: GoFund- 
Me, Inc. Manage software 
engineering team. Resume: 
S. Cunningham, GoFundMe, 
500 Arguello St. Ste 200, 
Redwood City, CA 94063 





Engineering: 

EverString Technology Ltd. 
seeks Product Line Mgr in 
San Mateo, CA. Domestic 
travel about 40% of time. 
Mail resume Attn: HR_ to 
1850 Gateway Drive, Suite 
400, San Mateo, CA 94404 
quoting job #PLM020. 


Graphic Design: 

Yanka Industries, Inc. d/b/a 
MasterClass in San Francis- 
co, CA seeks Senior Motion 
Designer (#SMD19); mail re- 
sumes to Attn: Courtney Ad- 
ams, 475 Brannan Street, 
Suite 230, San Francisco, 
CA, 94107 noting position ti- 
tle and job# of position ap- 


plying for. 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 











A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR RE- 
SPONSE! Help Children in 
Need, Support Breast Can- 
cer Education/Prevention or 














Veterans. Tax Deduction 
866-642-3022 
HEALTHCARE 
PRODUCTS 
Attention: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a 


Portable Oxygen Concentra- 
tor! No more heavy tanks 
and refills!) Guaranteed Low- 
est Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 855- 
757-3454 





Attention Viagra users: Ge- 
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + 
S/H. Guaranteed, no pre- 
scription necessary. Call 
844-374-3260 


‘i 
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ALTERATION/ 
FENCES/STAIRS 
DECKS 
HOUSEHOLD REPAIR 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 
415.7170000 


AUP AA 


Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 
Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 











HAULING 


CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, 
garage, yard, dem, lite mvg 
Lic # 29572 650-583-6700 


HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 
concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 


MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen ¢ Bath » Additions 
Decks ° Stairs * Siding 
Plastering * Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


419.130-1818 


Lic #801780 Insured/Bonded 





Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 


ROOFING INC. 


COMMERICAL RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 


Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc e Free Est Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 
Lic # 860945 
CALL 415-640-7536 


8.0.8, PAINTING 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext. Painting 
¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


Www.sospainting.com 






Lic.#526818 


Advertise in SF WEEKLY Classifieds. 
Call:415-359-2600 





Denied Social Security 
Disability? Appeal! If you're 
50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win 
or Pay Nothing! Strong, re- 
cent work history needed. 
888-623-5530 —[Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503] 





SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 


benefits? We Can _ Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
866-650-1821 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503] 


COMPUTER INTERNET 
SERVICES 


COMPUTER ISSUES? 
FREE DIAGNOSIS by 
GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Re- 
moval, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, 
In-home repair/On-line solu- 
tions . $20 OFF ANY SER- 
VICE! 866-654-1557 





MASSAGE THERAPY 











VY SWEET & PETITE 
Call Debbie at 
650-630-3815 





INTRODUCTION 
SERVICES 











* FREE Partyline 24/7** 
“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily” 
415-691-3100, 925-953- 
1001 or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 
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W RvAn LUCERO 


OPEN BAR & VIP TABLES 


VANITYSF.COM 





